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PRESENT CONDITIONS IN CHINA" 


By Hon. Joun W. Foster 


ForRrMeeLy U.S, Secreerary or State 


given. under the awépices of the 
fational Geographic Society | had 

the privilege of speaking upon the Chi- 
Empire, ite people and govern- 
ment. At that time IT dwelt mainly 
upon its long history, its great achieve- 
ments in the past, and its valuable con- 
tribution to the philosophy, science, in- 
vention, and industries of the world, | 
have asked to speak at this time 
upon the present conditions in that Em- 

ire. 

; In my former addresst it was seen 
that the ruling spint which characterired 
this great people, numbering upproxi- 
mately one-fourth of the world's popu 
lation, was an intense conservatism. 
They were justly proud of the achieve- 
ments of thetr race, and were wedded to 
the principles and customs which had 
built up and perpetuated their Empire. 
They looked upon the innovations which 
were sought to be introduced through 
western civilization with a feeling of fear 
and aversion, Their intereourse with 
the nations which were the champions 
of this western civilization created at first 
suspicion, which at last ripened into hos- 


l A previous courec of addresses 


Hhity, The Europeans who sought im- 
tercourse with them manifested a dispo- 
sition to gain their end by violence, cul- 
minating ifla succession of wars, in which 

ina was invariably worsted. The 
wars were attended or followed by en- 
forced treaties; in which territory was 
surrendered to the Europeans; foreign 
settlements were established in almost 
every available port within the Empire, 
wherein the tmperal government gave 
tip a part of its sovereignty; its nght to 
fix its customs tariff and regulate its 
foreign trade was talen from it; its treas- 
urv was despoiled by vast indemnities for 
exaggerated damages exacted under du- 
tess of anmns; and in varions other ways 
its sovercignty was infringed and its im- 
dependence restricted. 

A NEW £RA IN CHINA 

Under such circumstances it was per- 
fectly natural that a feeling of resent- 
ment against foreigners should pervade 
the Empire. But the Chinese are an 
eminently practical people. Despite their 
“ii of race and their conservatism, they 
fave come to realire that the nations 
which have enforced this unwilling m- 


®An addresa to the National Geographic Society, December 7, got. 
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tercourse and deprived them of so many 
af the attributes of sovercignty possess 
elements of power and prosperity which 
they do notenjor. It has at Jast become 
apparent to them that the system, vene- 
tated for its antiquity, which has made 
of them a great and enduring race, must 
in the light of modern civilization be so 
modified in its social, industrial, and pov- 
ermmental features as to enable them to 
compete with the western nations in pras- 
perity, power, and independence. 

Hence a new era has dawned upon 
China. It shall be ny purpose to show 
the eps which have been and are being 
taken by its government and people to 
bring them abreast of moder progress, 
and to enable them to take their proper 
place among the nations of the earth— 
a place which the vision of a political seer 
migit fix m the van of all the nations, 

"rohably the most distinguishing char- 
acteristic of this ancient Empire and peo- 
ple bas been their intellectual development 
and education. in the first epoch of even 
their prehistoric age their study of phi- 
lesaphy was noted, and centunes hefore 
Christ they had produced in Confucius 
and Mencius philosophers who stand on 
a level of intellectual attainments. with 


Soctates and with the best products of 


ancient or modern times. We shall see 
that they possessed a code of laws and 
system of jutispridence at least contem- 
poranesus. with Haniniirabi and many 
centuries before Justinian. For nearly 
two thousand years they have made scho- 
lastic attainments the first requisite to 
adimission to the public service, and 
schools under the patronage of the pov- 
emmment have for many centuries existed 
in every province and district of the Em- 
pire. 
THE BEFORM IN EDUCATION 


But the curriculum of education was 
confined to Chinese subjects—to a study 
of its classics, tts history, poetry, system 
of government and society. Up to a 
very recent date an educated Chinese 
knew fitthe or nothing of the outside his- 
tory of the world, its philosophy or lit- 
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erature, its science or economics. As @ 
result, they ranked abroad as an ignorant 
race, and their public men, although pos 
sessed often of superior intellectual en- 
dowments, stood ata preat disadvantage 


in their intercourse with foreign govern- 


ments and in commercial affairs. 

Besides, education was confined to a 
Hruted class of the neople—to those who 
were seeking sulmission to the public 
service or to what were known as the 
literati or gentry of the community. The 
great mass of the population were un- 
educated, being tunable to read or write, 
and almost entirely ignorant of the world 
beyond, although possessed of a know!l- 
edge of their local rights, with a dispo- 
sition to assert them. To this ignorance 
was added a blind superstition, which in- 
fluenced their every-day life and espe- 
cially their intercourse with foreigners, 

Tt became evident, not only to the 
rulers, but to the intelligent people, that 
China: could never attain her tre pose 
tion among the nations ‘until a radical 
change was mace in its educational s¥s- 
tem. First, the course of study net be 
entirely chanced, the old method of an 
exclusive instroction in Chinese wiurlics 
be piven a subordinate place, and the 
modem course, or whatis:known a8 the 
western learning, assigned te the promi- 
nent position; sécand, the schools nut 
not be confined to the literati and aspir- 
ants for office, but extended to the com- 
mon people as fully and os rapidly as 
possible. 

Following this program, a great change 
has taken place in the last few vears. In- 
telligent viceroys |ike Chang Chih-tung 
and Yuan Shih-kai did not wait for an 
imperial initiative from Peking, but upon 
their own authority they entered upon 
the work of establishing schools of west- 
ern learning. Other viceroys and goy- 
ernors, inspired by their example, fell-in 
with the movement, and the autharities 
in the prefectures ancl districts are striv- 
ing to meet the popular demand for the 
new schools; so that the movement has 
spread rapidly throughout the entire Em- 
pirt, and there is net a single one of the 
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eighteen provinces in which the new ays- 
ih has. not been established : 
© met litan provitice of Chihii, 

feeling the new inspiration of the court, 
has done most in this direction. In 
Peking the new schools are rapidly in- 
creasing, and in the adjoining district of 
Tang | alone as many as ninety are 
reported. Under the special direction of 
the Viceroy Yuar Shih-kai, more than 
three thousand have been opened! in the 
province and are in operation, A similar 
condition exists in the provinees under 
the sway of the venerable Viceroy Chang 
Chit-tune, At Nanking, the ancient 
capital and the seat of an important vice- 
rovalty, the new learning has warmly 
received. It will fidicate something of 
the interest shown im this direction when 
I mention that a Japanese gentleman, de- 
scribed as “of forceful personality and 
scholarly attainments, who is now on a 
visit to the leading cities of China to ex- 
plain to her students and. scholars 9 
secret of Japan's wonderful progress, 
few weeks ago delivered a series of as 
tures of Nanking which were attended by 
five hundred students of the collegiate 
institutions there. [tis reported that he 
eloquently set forth patriotiam, a broad- 
minded willingness to tearm, and the 
sense of individual mghts as the secret 
of what Japan hos done and urged the 
Chinese to follow in the sane path. 

This edneational movement ts not con- 


fined to the ordinary common schools. 


antl colleges, but in various of the prov- 
inees there are being founded normal and 
agricultural institutes, manual-training 
schools, schools for mechanica! engineer- 
ing, electricity, use of modern machinery, 
and the like, In most of the schools 
physical exercise has been introduced, a 
complete innovation for the Chinese, and 
the branch of western civilization exem- 
plified in base and foot ball, cricket, &e., 
heartily welcomed by them. 


SCHOOLS FOR CIRLS INAUGURATED 


The most gratifying feature of the new 
movement is the readiness with which 
the Chinese have accepted schools for 
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girls atid the rapidity with which female 
etucation, hitherto unknown, has spread 
throughout the country, The Empress 
Dowager set the example by ordering” 
that a large Lama convent be: transformed 
inte a girls’ school, and several princesses 
have undertaken to establish such schools 


af. their own expense-in Peking, and be- 


cides have started schools in their own 
palaces for their daughters and their 
relatives. ‘There are now in Peking re 
number of public girls’ schools in which 
are taught arithmetic, geography, for 
eign history, and languages, and in rgd 
of them. music, drawing, calisthenics, 
needlework, writing, physiology, hygi 
and nursing. By an order of the board 
ef education, no pupils whose feet are 
bound are admitted to these schools. As 
indicating the advance in female educa- 
tion, a project is being carried into effect 
by Yuan Shih-kai to establish a female 
medical school, 

Tuan Fang, who was a member of the 
imperial commission which visited the 
United States and Europe early in the 


present year, has on his return to Peking 


awaleened a new interest in female edn- 
cation by the report of his observations, 
especially in the United States, which led 
the board of education to take measures, 
it is stated, to push ahead female schools 
throughout the Empire without any fur- 
ther procrastinati: 1. Tuan Fang's idea 
is that graduates of fernale high and i 
mal schools may be put-m charge of 
primary schools, and, with a constantly 
growing number of educated women, 
children will have in the near future the 
valuable privilege of a mother’s teaching 
at home, the real school for patriots, 
None, he says, are greater patriots and 
more loyal to a government than woten. 


THE LITERARY EXAMINATIONS, CENTURIES 
OLD IN PRACTICE, HAVE HEEN 
| ADOLISEDED 
After the schools of modern learning 
had been established all over the Empire, 
the important question arose what was 
to become of the literary examinations, 
through which admission was obtained 
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ta the public service. For many centu- 
fies the competitive examinations, hoary 
with age and venerated by the literati 
and the great mas¢ of the officials, had 
been the read to imperial honor and 
office, If that system was to continue it 
was plain that the progressive men of the 
Empire would not be able to make the 
spread of modern education & permanent 
success. Hence in 1905 an important 
step was taken by them, Six of the most 
influential officials, together with others, 
joined) in a memorial to the throne. to 
abolish the ancient curriculum of studi¢s 
and adopt a new one for the competitive 
examinations, which would embrace the 
modern learning as taught in the new 
schools, At the head of these was Chang 
Chih-tung, described by Minister Rock- 
hill as the mest celebrated living scholar 
in China; next came Yuan Shih-kai, the 
most powerful man today in the Empire, 
and four others, the more important vice- 
roys and governors of provinces, It was 
an array of names which indicated in a 
most impressive way the strong hold 
which ‘the reform movement had taken 
upon the country. Although the memo- 
rial was stoutly opposed by the conserva- 
tives in the Court circle, it was approved 
by the Emperor and Empress Dowager 
and an edict was issued abolishing the old 
curriculum of study and the new system 
adopted. Henceforth no one can pass 


the competitive examination who has pot 


pursued with success the required course 
im. modern learning. 

The importance of this step can hardly 
be exaggerated. [t was the culmination 
of a hitter contest for reform; hut its suc- 
cess does not indicate the end of the diff- 
culties for the new education. The great- 
est defect of the movement is that it fas 
no well-planned and methodical system, 
with the power and resources te ‘support 
it. [ts advocates recognize this, and a 
central board of ediication has been or- 
ipa at Peking to meet this difficulty. 

ts task is attended by serious embarrass- 

ments. [ts members are themselves in 
nee measure ignorant of their duties. 
and 1 


miess they-call in expert assistance 
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they are likely to make grave tistekes. 
There are no funds at ther disposal and 
resources have to be provided, These 
will come from taxation and i 

contributions. ‘The latter are being made 
with surprising liberality, both in the cap- 
ital and in the provincial cities, in some 
instances as much as ten thousand taels 
being contnibuted by single individuals. 


OFFERINGS TO THE DEAD PROHIBITED 


It will indicate something of the ear- 
nest spint which is enlisted in this educa- 
onal movement if T give one or two in- 
ftances of the methods resorted to for 
adding to the fonds to sustain it, Within 
the present year the commissioner of po- 
lice of Tientein, a city of over a million 
of inhabitants, has issued an official noti- 
fication probubiting the holding of cele- 
hrations or making offerings to the dead 
on the great festival of All Souls. The 
commissioner strongly advises the peo 
to contribute to the educational fund the 
money intenied to be spent in offering 
sacrifices to the spirits; as, he says, “with 
a view of equipping themselves and their 
fanilies for the exercise of electoral 
power.” 

In August last the Shanghai magis- 
trate agree to issue a proclamation, in 
response to the petition of the native edu- 
cational committee and the commercial 
aésociation, exhorting the people of that 


district to divert the large sums of money 


used during the three festivals for the 
dead to the vastly more worthy and prac- 
tical object of endowing and establishing 
more schools of modern learning. An 
extract from the account of these festi- 
vals in the Shanghai Never will show how 
appropriate j¢ the official exheartation for 
the increase of intelligence among the 
Chinese people It states that immense 
sums of money are expended by the vota- 
ries of the Tanist and Buddhist religions 
in Shanghai and everywhere in the Em- 
fire in the purchase of incense, candles, 
paper clothes and money to burn on the 
three festivals of the dead to the use of 
the mthabitants of the nether regions, who 


at that tume-are Jet owt from hades to re- 
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visit the upper world. On those three 
days the tutelary diety of the city is car- 
ried out from his tersple in solemn pro- 
cession to preside over the public burning 
and the offering of food, "to keep order 
amonirst the spirits-and to preserve the 
peace amongst them.” The dicty 15 al- 
wa rooms peies by thousands twpon 
thousands of devetees of all ages and 
sexes, in red clothes and disheveled hair, 
as condemmed criminals, in return for 
some fancied answering of prayer, In 
addition, similar burnings and offerings 
of food are performed in the private 
houses. All of these cost the people of 
Shanghai, at a modest estimate, a quarter 
of a million of dollars; and to this there 
should be added $100,000 paid on these 
Occasions to Taost and Buddhist priests 
for pravers to the dead. The enlight- 
ened Chinese ofhcials exhort their cin- 
trymen to give up their idolatrows prac- 
tices and apply the money thus wasted to 
the more worthy work of educating the 
coming generation in their duties to sov- 
ereign and country. 


RUT SPIRIT OF, SUPERSTITION NOT YET 


OVERCOME 


It is thus seen that one of the first 
effects of the educational movement is 
a blow at the superstitious practices, upon 
which vast sums of money are squan- 
dered. The financial embarrassment which 
retards the establishment of schools 
would be solvecl at once if the advice of 
the Tientsin and Shanghai officials was 
followed, Many will doubtless act upon 
the advice of the intelligent officials, but 
the spirit of superstition will not easily 
be overcame. 1¢ troubles which the 
new schools encounter may be illustrated 
by an incident which occurred a few 
months ago in one of the most populous 
provinces. At Kweilin a provincial col- 
lege had been established, and ite faculty, 
possessed OF a zeal for the new learning, 
caused “a ‘school-house in foreign style 
to be built in an adjoining district, and 
it soon had a hundred students im tni- 
form in attendance. I[m the district for 
two months there had been no ram dur- 
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ing the growing seasen, and, the crops 
being threatened by the drouth, the coun- 
try people joined in a procession to the 
temple to gts for rain. Now, in the 
province of Awangsi it is thougnt to be 
most unpropitions if the procession of 
suppliant= tor ran should happen to meet 
any one clothed in white or weanng a 
hat. ‘This procession on its way to the 
tenmple had to by the new 
house, and the boys came out to see the 
procession, weanne their white uniiorm 
and straw hats, ‘This, combined with the 
foreign appearance of the school-houwse, 
caused angry murmurs to pass through 
the crowd,,and very soon these culn- 
nated in a violent attack on the school 
and the students. Several were badly 
heaten and all who were caught had their 
white suits torn from their backs. The 
town magistrate intervened fo. restore 
crder, but was himself severely hanellecl 
and knocked down with a stone. Only 
the arrival of soldiers prevented greater 
damage. The crowd was dispersed, leav- 
ing the school-house in a dilapidated eon- 
dition. The head-master and teachers 
were preatly frightened, “threw up their 
job," and fled to the provincial college. 


“THE COMING OF THE CICARETTE 


A correspondent in the same paper 
from which the foregoing is taken gives 
an account of an incident not entirely m 
line with the subject | am discussing, but 
it is illustrative of the new spirit of en- 
terprise which is awakening the great 
Empire and in which certain American 
interests are taking an active part. Under 
the heading of “The coming of the cigar- 
ette” he writes - 

“Nanking has at lemgth, for the first 
time in its long history, fallen a victim to. 
Western advertisement enterprise. Two 
agents of the American Tobaceo Com- 
pany recently spent two weeks im this 
city, and now about the gates of our two- 
thousand-year-old walls and on almost 








every other conspicious place one sees 


flaming advertisements of American cig- 
arettes. | 
“The strangers seem aleo to have pre- 
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sented cigarettes with such lavish gener- 
osity to the man in the street that his 
suspicions have been aroused: he does 
aot know what the hoped-for quid pro 
gwo is, but feels sure that the motive wus 
not philanthropy. A report was there- 
fore started that the cigarettes were in- 
jurions, and that it was a wholesale at- 
tenipt - 
some 

a a0 of posters which they pasted 
under the new alvertisenents, informing 
the people that the tobacco containe 
opiurn Gr morphia and warniny; thern 
against smoking to their hurt. This is 
said to have neutralized the effect of the 
advertisements in the popular mind and 
deat a temporary check to the cigareite 

— 


A COMMON LANGUAGE FOR: THE FROFLE 


Returning to the subject of etlucation, 
another important benefit to result from 
the general system of schools throughout 
the Empire is to Reawide a common lan- 
fuagre for the peo There are many 
dialects in the di oe provinces, and 
on the seaboard cspecially between 
Shanghai and the southern border al- 
most every district has its own dialect; 
so that it is often impossible for the in- 
habitants of adjoining localities to com- 
municate with each other, except through 
the written ©. The new regula- 
tions require the Mandarin dinfect to be 
user! in the instruction in al! the govern- 
ment schools, Hence it may be expected 
that the coming generation, educated in 
the schools, will speak a cormmon lan- 
Puape, and this should greatly tend 
toward the consolidation of the ‘Empire 

The croakers, mainly among the f for- 
cign residents, predict that what thev 
term the cdticational craze will soon lose 
its force, that the inexperienced hoard of 
education at Peking will not be able to 
skillfully direct it, that the financial 
schemes will prove ineffective, and that 
there will be in time a return to the an- 
tiquated methods. The advocates and 
supporters of the new education are likely 
to encounter opposition and disappoint- 


mete the pour As a result, 
lic-spirite students prepared: 
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ment before their plane ane fully suc- 
cessinl, but I believe their hopes will = 
eventually realized, An intellige 

| ie oe 


server, writing from the capit 
province of Fukien, saya: 

“The new education has struck this 
place with full foree. The old schools 
have disappeared. Everywhere one 
meets boys in caps and uniforms, with 
school backs under thetr arms. The 
books areas modern as their appearance, 
and they are of all ages from 7 to 8 
yeara to past g0 years. There can be no 
successiul reaction in China now. The 
new educational movement all through 
the proviners makes ttaimpossibie,"* — 







CHINESE EUUCATHD TX AMERICA BECOM- 
ING PROMINENT 


About thirty veors ago the Chinese. 
government entered apon the project of 
senching boys selected from good fami- 
lies. to be educated in the United States, 
several scores of them were placed in 
families and schools in New England, 
anit the enterprise bid fair to assume 
very large proportions. Coincident with 
the demand from Californm for the ex- 
clusion of Chinese Inborers, which led 
to the exclusion treaty of 1880, the con- 
servatives in the povernment brought 


about a cesaation of the movement. 


Those who wete educated in this country 
returned to their native land, but they 


were not welcomed by the then ruling 


were in the government, They were 
in great measure excluded from the pub- 
lic service, for which they were well 
fitted: but in lite years many of them 
have been given prominent places in the 
government and are now most corsepic- 
ous: in inaugurating and carrying for- 
ward the Bie i movements of the day, 
One of the important and influential 
pericns in Peking is Tang Shao-yvi (or 
ong Shon Tee), one of the American 
educated students sent to this country in 


® Aq saterest ne: Tepart on the new ecvlucs- 
: prepared by the intelligent 
Chinese Secretary ot the American Legati 
Edward Williams. will be foumd) in Foreign 
Relations of the United States, 190%, p. 197. 
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1875. He is now a member of the Board 
of Foreign Affairs and the ruling. spirit 
of that important body. Me negotiated 
with Great Britain the new Tibetan 
treaty, and has recently been made one 
af the new customs beard, having to do 
with both foreigrl and interior taxes: 
The Empress Dowager, to signalze | her 
appreciatiin of his talent and services, 
has conferred on him a high rank, rever 
before bestowed on-any but Manchus of 
the iighest order. Dr Morrison, the 
well-known correspondent of the London 
Times, in a late dispatch pays.a high trib 
te to his capacity and uprighiness. 

Another of the American students of 
the seventics is the | a Imperial 
Minister bys arvenag to the pha 
States, Sir Chentung Cheng. It 
is no flattery to say rieChincs Etti- 
pire has never before had 60 able a répre- 
sentative in Washington, a cultivated 

leman and one who appreciates the 
friendship and good will of the povern- 
ment and people of the United States. 
Others of the American students of that 
fos are also filling bigh places in the 
mpire. 

For the past twenty years the Chinese 
etudents in American schools and col- 
leges have been numbered annually only 
by the seores when they might have been 
by the hondreds or even thousands. 
Unti] President Roosevelt issuer his 
order in June of last vear, putting an 
end to the harsh measures of the [mmi- 

ition Birrean, it was almost impossible 
for a Chinese vouth to secure admission 
to the United States to pursue his educa- 
tion. We can only conjecture what 
might have been the influence on the 
destiny of that great people if the prac- 
tice of sending students to America by 
the Chinese povernment thirty years ago 
had not been discontinued. 


FOREIGN DIPLOMAS WELCOMED 
One of the influences whico has de 
terred students from going abroad has 
been the practice of not crediting them 


with the education thus acquired, but of 
campelling them on their return to take 
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up the antiquated ‘Chinese studies and 
spent! years in preparing to pass the com- 
petitive examination which was required 
for admission to the lowest ranks of the 
public service. An imperial edict, how- 
ever, was isated last year which recog- 
mized the value of foreign edneation ‘to 
Chinese officials by conferring on quite 
h number of stulents lately ‘returned 
frorr) Japan the examination degrees and 
appainting them at ance to official pasi- 
tions, But a atill more iniportant step 
in Re serie we rea Sok. monthe 
a imese holding foreum di- 
» were invited by the beard ot ecu- 
cation to submit themselves at Peking 
for examination in the subjects they bad 
studied abroad, an! similar examinations 
are to be heid hereafter annually. JA 
large number 1 , of whom 42 
were admitted, 23 with Japanese degrees, 
I7 with American, and one each with 

slish and German. They were al- 
lowell to use either Chinese or a foreign 
language. The London Times corre- 
spondent reports that @ were granted the 
degree of Chinese doctorate, 23 that of 
master of arts, and’ 10 were rejected. It 
ig Interesting to note that of the 9 
doctors 8 had ‘stidied in the Lnited 
States, the highest heing a graduate of 
Yale, and it is reported that “those who 
had studied in the United States proved 
thertiselves. superior to all the others,” 
The successful. candidates were to have 
the high honor of being received by the 
Emperor, and their way is opened to the 
government service. It ix gratifying to 
igarn that graduates of the mission col- 
leges in China were admitted to these 
eee rrr 

DBE MCASUres the Crag e- 
ment of the imperial and t hehberacee goV- 
emments to study abroail heave given a 
preat impetus to ‘the exodus of Chinese 
stuchents to fo lands. The im- 
perial government has directed that the 
students in the different countries be 
placed under the care of the respective 
diplomatic representatives, and in execu- 
tion. of this duty Sir Chentung Liang 
Cheng assembled all the Chinese stu- 
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dents in the United States in a confer- 
ence at Amberst. Massachusetts, last 
summer, and three days were passed in 
comparing experiences and in consider- 
ing the beet methods of making their 
stay abroad most wseful to their country. 


A WOMEN'S DAILY NEWSPAPER, EDITED BY 
WOMEN 


Not the least of the agencies which 
have brought about the new educational 
movement has been the rapid multiplica- 
tien of veriucular newspapers im (China. 
An old resident of the country, m com- 
menting upon this innovation, writes that 
five years aro a man seen reading a news- 
paper was ridiculed as a follower of the 
foreign devils. Now they are published 
in every important town in the Empire 
and are widely. read by the people. 
day there are ten mative daily mews- 
papers published in Peking alone. One 
of these is a women's daily, edited by 
women, dealing with forcign and domes- 
tic news, politics, history, geography, as- 
tronamy, as well as the training of chil- 
dren and the care of infants: The in- 
troduction of women into the body 
politic is ane of the most astonishing 
features of the present awakening. Our 
minister in communicating the details 
oi the boycott of American goods last 
year to the State Department transmitted 
the fact that one of the largest mass 
meetings in Shanghai to encourage the 
boyeott was held in. the Wupen girls’ 
school, and that it was attended “hy a 
farce number of Chinese ladies; both old 
and young, who followed with mtell- 
gent interest the speeches that were made 
at the meeting.” 


REVISING A CODE 2000 YEARS 01D 


The revision which is now going on 
in the Chinese penal code is one of the 
most important of the reforms which 


have been recently instituted, for it tends 


to the accomplishment of two very de- 
sitable results—tirst, the relict of the 
people from the ancient cruel and bar- 
Dbarous ents; and, second, the 
eventual release of the country from sub- 
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jection to the verv irritating practice af 
exterritonality. 

We are accistecned to look upon the 
Chinese system of jurisprudence as crude 
and almost barbanc. The oft-repeated 
statement of foreign residents that there 
are no lawyers in the Empire and what 
we hear of the methods of acdministeting 
justice confirm us in this opinion. But 
the fact is that the Chinese oeople have 
enjoyed for very many centuries the 
benefit. of a well-chgested code of faws, 
embracing im large measure the ele- 
mertary principles of jurisprudence 
which distinguish the svstems of law of 
the present day, Two thousand years 
ago the reigning Emperor caine the 
laws, which had been enforced im the 
Empire for centuries before, to be codi- 
fied, and the compilation constitated 
forty volumes, each volume being de- 
voted to a specified branch of law, Since 
then this code has undergone various 
changes, under different dynasties, but 
it has remained the fumdamental struc- 
ture of Chinese jurisprudence. | 

The code as it now exists was revised 


and published in 1647, three vears after 


the present Manchu dynasty began its 
reign. The emperor in his preface to the 
pulilication giates that a numerous body 
of magistratcs was assembled at the cap- 
ital to revise and digest the code, by the 
exclusion of introduction of such matter 
as “was likely to contnbute to the at- 
tainment of justice and the general per- 


fection of the work,” 

it was submitted to a- select mombe 

the great officers of state to carefully 
examine the whole. “Wherefore,” says 
the enmpercr, “let it be your great care, 
officers andl magistrates of the interior 
and exterior departments of aur Empire, 
diligently to chserve the same, and to 
farbear in future to give any decision, or 
to pAss any sentence, according: to your 
private sentiments, or upon your unsop 
ported authorty. Thus shall the magis- 
trates and people took up with awe and 
submission to the justice of these institu- 
tims, * * © and be equally secured 
for endless generations in the enjoymen 
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of the happy efforts of the great and 
noble B virtues of our illustrious progeni- 
tors,’ 
This later code, however, while pre- 
serving the ac ong cen Principles which 
guished the ancient jurispridence, 
was, we learn from the imperial edict of 
hese beet ta ashy ed and degraded by the 
‘the cruel anid more severe 
ook seco Tal the Manchus—a race 
more barbarous than the refined and en- 
lightened Chinese, It is this portion of 
the code which has recently undergone 
radical modifications. 


THE HORRIBLE METHODS OF CAPITAL PUN- 
ISHMENT ABANDONED 

The forms of capital punisiment ie 
tofore in practice have been c i 
simple decapitation sand strange! ioe 
They were horrible in their methods and 
largely based wl superstitious ideas Ae 
the future The execution by dis- 
tener was termed in Chinese 
“death by slicing,” or “lingering death.” 
The offender was tied to a stake or cross 
and the bedy gradually sliced beyond 
recognition, It is said, however, not to 
have been a lingering death, as the third 
cut was usually the fatal one. The pur- 
pose of this setitence was not so much 
the torture of the criminal in this aoe 
2s to make his fate more dreadful in the 
world to come. As his body was 1m- 

@nizable here, so his spirit will be 
donne tanita: im the other world, unless 
the fragments of his body can be brought 
together again. This form of punish- 
ment was reserved for such heinous 
crimes as high treason, parricide, or the 
murier of a husband. 

The punishment of “decapitation, with 
exposure of the head,” was one decree 
more severe than simple decapitation. [ni 
the latter cause the body is delivered to 
the relatives, who are permitted to have 
the bead sewn on, so that the deceased 
may tot wander headless in the land of 
shades. “Beheading the corpse” was the 
practice of carrying into execution the 


* Por iyo examination, sce Chinese in 
Law anc ¢ ree, by T. B. Jernigan, 1905. 
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sentence of decapitation when the cot- 


demned had died im prison and been 
buried. Cases are cited where the body 
was exhumed and cut to pitces, Stran- 
gulation is regarded as: Jess igonminiots 
than decapitation, a5 there js no dismem- 
herment. 

Lesser forms. of punishment have been 
branding on. the arm or the face, applied 
to hardened criminals. which has been 
and corporal punmhment by 
beating with the bamboo, which has been 
lightened. 

It has been customary in the case of 
certain serious offenses to punish the rel- 
atives of a criminal as well as the crim- 
tal himself for his crime, as the Chinese 
law proceeded upon the assumption of 
the responsibility of the family for the 
acts of each of tis members. Jt was an 
unjust procedure, but it often operated 
a4 a deterrent of crimes. ‘This has been 
entirely abolished by the imperial edict. 


EXAMINATION DY TORTURE AND INDEFI- 
NITE DETENTION IN PRISON ABOLISHED 


_, it has been a commen practice in the 
Chinese courts fo examine the accused 
with the aid of torture. It is based upon 
the theory that the prisoner must ac- 
esos his guilt before he can be pun- 
ished he same practice has been re- 
sorted to respecting witnesses. All thie 
has been done away with likewise. Steps 
have also been taken to put a stop to 
another serious abuse, the detetition ‘in- 
defmitely in prison of persons 

with offenses and of witnesses alleged 
to be important for the conviction. Many 
have languished for years without 2 trial. 
Tt was a crying evil, especially in civil 
cases, as where a debtor was kept im 
prison until some settlement could be 
forced out of his relatives. The same 
aioe it: Chinese is used for “prison” and 
an c* 

The places of confinement are said to 
be usually of the most wretched and filthy 
character, The imperial edict directs 
that a rigid and frequent imspection be 
made of them for the purpose of pre- 
venting utijust imprisonments and for 
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improving the condition of the prisons. 
The edict concludes with these words: 
“Let each official be diligent in seeking 
the welfare of the people, and give ear- 
nest attention to the settlement of litiga- 
tion, and so fulfill the purpose of the 
throne to have compassion upon the lowly 
and te lighten their punishments. we 
foregoitig has been a somewhat 
rocsome murrative, but I have thought 
Se recital necessary in onlcr to show 
what a notable advance the Chinese gov- 
ermment ins ride within the past two 
years in the criminal procedure of its 
enurts. And vet it does: not’ become ts 
to be too severe upon these Orientals for 
the backward state of their methods of 
punishment, for it has: not been tany 
generations since the Christan nations 
emerged froma similar regime. William 
of Orange, the heroic defender of the 
Protestant faith, the ruler of one of the 
most enlightened and humane nations of 
motlern tines, was assassinated by a re- 
lisious fanatic. Listen to the punish- 
ment inflicted by a pudicial tribunal upon 
the murderer: He was condemned to 


have his right hand pressed in a cast of 


red-hot iron; his arms, legs, and thighs 
torn with hot pincers; hts chest cut open, 
his heart torn out and thrown in his face; 


the head severed from the body and atttete 


on a pike; the body quartered and each 
placed over a gate of the city, 
ithin a century, in Englond and 
Avierten capital punishment was inflicted 
fora much longer lst of and mich less 
serious offenses than-in China Within 
the menory of many who hear me to- 
night imprisonment for debt was enforced 
in. the United States. Happily for man- 
kind the world areund, we are living 
today in a better age, and China is-seek- 
ing to fake her pace among the humane 
nations of the earth. 


HINA PLANS TO MARE ITS COURTS 
SUITED TO FOREIGNERS 

The other motive which hos impelled 

the imperial governtnent to this supe 


* Por edicts and notes. thereon, soe VU, 
Fortign Relations, 1904, p. 176. 
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has been to place it more speedily in a 
postion to follow the example of Japan 
and demand release from the exterri- 
torial regime. Under this practice, as 
is well known, foreigners who by their 
acts in China subject themeelyes to erim- 
bial or civil litigation must have their 
cases tried before their own consul, as 


they are exempt from the jurisdiction oF 


the Chinese courts: Besides, in all the 
Important ports a foreion settlement if 
ears with mete: and bounds, 
within which Chinese sOVErCcigy 18 fet 
naa as-against the foreign munici- 

ity 

This is-a condition which-is very hu- 
miliating to Chinese pride and a souree 
of much discontent, but it is-a condition 
which must continue unoti] the system of 
jurisprudence of the Empire is brought 
more nearly into harmony with that of 
the western nations, are ite courte are so 
purified as ty make it safe for foreigners 
to be subjected to their jurisdiction, with 
an assurance that justice will be admin- 
istered fairly and free from corrupting 
influences; A long step has been taken 
in the direction of enfranchiserment by 
the refonms whieh I have noted in the 
cniminal procedure, bot much still re- 
miins to be done. Japan had to wait for 
ten years, after it had entirely reformed 
its code so as to conform to the western 
svete of laws and had completely reor: 
ganized ite judiciary system, before the 
nations with which it had treaties com 
sented to the abolition of the exterr- 
torial regime. 


THE NEW AMT 


For many generations: China has been 
the least warlike of any of the great na- 


tions. Her most venerated philosopher 


anid statesinian, Confucius, taught its 
people that mations as well a¢ individuals 
should settle their differences by appeals 
to right and justice. ‘Consequently the 
soldier has occupied a low place in the 
social and political organization of the 
country. The tiller of the soil and the 
industrial classes have heen preferred 
before him: But in the last century of 
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intercourse with the Christian nations 


the Chinese have learned that another 


spirit and a different 
the affairs of mankind, 
that the blasphemous d ation of the 
preatest warrior of modern times, that 
Cae ty alsaass ote eee te eee 
battalions, governs the conduct, if not 
the belief, of Christend 
They have been slow to learn this sad 
fact, hut they have awakened at last to 
its reality. They did not reach this con- 
clusion, however, until they had suffered 
the disastrous results of three unjust 
wars with European powers, and until 
an allied army, insignificant in. numbers 
hut powerful in modern annament, hac 
twice invaded their territory and almost 
unopposed had seized the capital and 
dictated humiliating and oppressive terms 
of peace. The conduct of their com- 
ratively small but warkke neighbor, 
Japan, in equipping itself with the latest 
ethods and appianees of miocdern 
sane htes and overthrowing in armed 
eontlict China's mast trended foe was 
sey a very impressive lesson. 

The weakness of China, from a- mili- 
tary point of view, has impressed 
Strongly its rulers, and measures have 
been in progress for a few years past to 
create a numerous and powerful army, 
trained and equipped in the most ad- 
vanced modem methods. Antedating the 
action of the central government, the two 
most advanced of the viecrovs, Yuan 
Shih-kai and Chang Chih-tung, set to 
work to organize such armies, and great 

progress has already been made bey then. 
In these two vicerovaltics there are now 
not lessé thin T§0,000 smidiers, drilled and 
equipped. on a modern military basis. 
Other viceroys and governors are fol- 
lowing their example, and the imperial 
overnment is assuming the general com- 
trol of all these forces, which will con- 
stitute in tite an army rivaling in nmum- 
bers, training, and outfit these of Japan 
and the military nations of Europe. 
What is termed the Northern Army, 
under Yuon-Shil-kai, hele manceuvers tn 
the autumn of last year, which were at- 


practice poverns 
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tended by the foreign military attachés 


at Peking, a9 they reported with sur- 
prise that they had seen a formiclable 
modern any and that they had wit- 
nessed “a display momentous. and. ) 
making in the history of the Far E 
Similar mantcuvers were held in Cena 
last, in which divisions from the two 
armies took part. The London Times 
correspondent, in giving a of these 
latter, says: “The general opinion formed 
at the mancenvers by the military attaches 
was not unfavorable, though many yeare’ 
work * * © will be needed before 
the troops can claim equality with those 
of more adyateed nations.” Tt would 
seem that this great and populous Empire 
had at last laid aside its antiquated no- 
tions of right and justice, and had entered 
into the ferce conipetition of the Chris- 
tain nations for preserving the peace of 
the world with vast arncs:and formid- 
able navies. 





FOREIGN ARMY CRITICIBA 


Some foreign military critics are in- 
clined, however, to minimize the impor- 
tance of this movement. They say that 
the making of an army isa matter of 
years; that a fighting instinct must be 
created . 9d a patriotic spirit must be 
back of it, 'n both of which the Chinese 
race is defi. “nt. Up to a recent period 
the literati. who give tone to public 
opinion, have looked down upon the 
fighting men, and it is questionable 
whether they do not still. Men of real 
influence in the army, they say, are rare 
and it lacks capable generals. Absolute 
integrity is necessary, and great corrup- 
tion is known to have existed in the pur- 
chase of armament and supplies. There 
is no medical staff, the organization is 
weak in cavalry, desertion. is rampant, 
and many other improvements are neces- 
sary before the Chinese can successiully 
meet a Japanese or a European army. 

There is much truth in this cnticism; 
but all of the difficulties cited may be 
overcome im time by persistency, of 
which the Chinese have an abundance, 
and by sight methods, which they appear 
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ta be applying as rapidly as possible. 

ie military or army reorganization 
board at Peking is exercising supervis- 
ion over the viceregal and provincial 
troops amd giving cohesion to therm, so 
that they will be in fealitv an imperial 
army. It has issued orders to have 
turned over to it all provincial arsenals 
and gun factories, a great step toward 
military centralization. A. recent edict 
decrees that any official having to do with 
the Shh of arms and army supplies 
found guity of dishonesty or accepting 
bobes shall be decapitated ; and it is said 
that the frauds heretofore practiced: by 
Luropean armament agents are now al- 
most impossible. 


(HE SOCIAL STATUS UF THE SOLDIER MADE 
EQUAL TO THAT OF THE CIVILIAN 


The Jow grade of the military service 
has been noticed. In the past a marked 
difference has existe] between the civil 
and military officers of the goverment, 
A civil mandarin, for instance, is exenipt 
from corporal punishment i it) Cage Of THS- 
demeanors, while a military officer for 
such offenses can be sentenced to a num- 
ber of blows with thé bamboo, For these 
reasons Chinese parents have preferred 
to have their sons study for the literary 
degree, which opened to them civil offi- 
cial rank and title. In the reorganization 
of the official grades now going on, these 
distinctions are to be dotie away and the 
military officers to be placed on a status 
of equality with the civil mandarins. 


Militiry officers as a class have been: 


illiterate and many of them have fisen 
from the ranks. These defects, it is ex- 
‘eapr will in some measure be remedied 

the general system of education of 
which T have spoken. But there have 
already been established military and 
naval schools in a number of provinces, 
and I learn frem the report of Secretary 
Williams to the Department of State 
that it 1s proposed to establish in every 
province two grades of military and naval 
schools, and in Peking an imperial mili- 
tary college and also a naval college, stu- 
dents for which will be supplied from the 
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provincial schools just named, In addi- 
tion, the imperial hoard of education, 
with a view to inspiring im the rising 
generation a patriotic and martial spirit, 
has required military drill in all the pov- 
emiment primary and r schools 
and the wearing of a uniform by all the 
students. 

It must be adnoitted! that the lesson, to 
which I have alluded, which the nations 
of our western civilization have with 
such severity taught the Chinese, that 
they can only enforce respect, protect 
their interests, and regain and maintain 
their sovereignty by force of arms, is in 

a iair way of being put into practical 
operation. lf they can maintain their 
existence as a consolidated empire for a 
single generation longer, a= they have 
for thousands of vears, until their army 
is fully trained, equipped, and made efh- 
cient for war, and a navy commenstirate 
with this imperial army built and put in 
hostile array, well may the nations which 
have despoiled them of their territory and 
treated! their race with contumely and 
ostracism pray that they may return | 
the teachings of their preat philosopher, 
who enjoined his followers to practice 
the spirit of the Golden Rule. 


MANY RAILROADS DEIXG BUILT UNDER 
CHINESE INTTIATION 


Turning to a more agreeable phase of 
Chinese progress and reforms, the con- 
struction of railroads attracts our atten- 
tion, When they were first sought to be 
introduced they met with intense oppo- 
sition from the people, which foreed the 
imperial goverment to temporize with 
the matter, An element of superstition 
entered into the question, and the cis- 
turbance of the ancestral tombs hy the 
construction of the roads lent sympathy 
to the opposition. But bisiness con- 
siderations also influenced the popular 
hostility. The Grand Canal, which was 
at the date of its construction the greatest 
commercial work ever undertaken, has 
of late years fallen much out of repair; 
but it-still affords employment to a vast 
amount of capital and hundreds of thou- 
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sands of people, It was feared with 
much reason that the introduction of 
railroads would leave this capital and 
labor without employment. 

But the constroction of the railway 
lines from Peking to Tientsin and the 
Manchurian frontier and from Peking to 
Hankow ‘has demonstrated their utility 
and that they will be profitable when 
wisely planned. The old opposition has 
given way, and the entire country seems 
seized with a strong desire to build rail- 
roails. Mr Hayes, the American consul 
at Nanking, in a report made in Septem- 
ber last, states that 9,000 miles of such 
ross are in operation or under construc- 
tion. He gives a detailed list of more 
than a score of railroads “which have 
been or are being built by Chinese in- 
een and under entire Chinese con- 
tral.” 

Foreign interests in:and out of China 
insist that the Chinese are not competent, 
without foreign direction and as<istance, 
to build or operate railroads, and that 
neither native nor foreign capital in sufh- 
cent amotints will be forthcoming for 
such enterprises uncer native control. Jt 
is probable that such enterprises will en- 
counter serious disappointments and 
undergo costly expenences, and that it 
would be better to have a rticipation af 
foreign skill and capital; brit, if the Chi- 
nee desire and are ready to enter upon 
such experiments, | see no reason why 
they should not be allowed to do so, nor 
why such action on their part should be 
construed into a spirit of hostility to for- 
eigners, It may be added that a race 
which constructed the Great Wall and 
the Grand Canal, two of the greatest en- 
gineering achievements of all tite, 
should naturally have a laudable ambi- 
tion to build their own railroads. 


THE CIVIL, ENGINEERS AND ALL RAILWAY 
OPERATOUS ARE CHINAMEN 


An intelligent American observer, who 
has spent the last few years in China and 
traveled extensively in the country, says: 
“T think it probable that during the next 
twenty years more miles of railway will 
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be built in China than in any other part 
of the world; and while foreigners may 
assist in furnishing the capital, the prime 
movers will be the Chinese themselves, 
who will insist, as far as they are able, 
upon retaining substantial control.” He 
adds, that the Chinese are reaching the 
point where they can dispense with for- 
eigners in operating their railroads. The 
entire northern ca ee of the Imperial 
Railway of China ha d not, the last time 
{ traveled over it, a single white em- 
ployee,"* Apropos of the ability of Chi- 
nese ernineers for rulroad construction, 
Mr Fiaynes. already cited, reports that 
the most difficult bridge, 2,300 feet long, 
on this tine of 526 miles was built by a 
Chinese civil engineer, who graduated 
from the Sheffield Scientific Schoo! of 
Yale University. 

A riumber of concessions have been 
granted to formigners for lines of rail- 
roads, and they are now under construc- 
tion, notwithstanding the desire of the 
natives to monopolize this class of im- 
provements. The effect of the operation 
ofall these lines of public traffic will be 
to stimulate trade, both domestic and for- 
eign, make the inhahitants by intereom- 
munication more intelligent and homo- 
geneous, and greatly consolidate the Em- 
pire by bringing its remoter sections in 
rapid contact with the central govern- 
tent 


A CONSTITUTIONAL COVERNMENT 
PLAS NED 


The retorm movement in China which 
is attracting most attention abroad is the 
action of the imperial government look- 
ing toward the granting of 2 constitution 
and a representative assembly, ar parlia- 
ment. The step taken is very notable, 
but mot so radical a departure from the 
existing regime as might be supposed 
The government of China is an antocracy 
in form, but in few of the countries of 
the world is the spirit of democracy so 
manifest and potent. This has had a 
marked illustration in the changes which 
FC New Far East, by Thomas F, Millard, 
rat 
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have taken place in the lust few months 
in a number of the most important prov 
inces, where at the popular demand viee- 
roys have been removed and more accept- 
able ones ap ed. In no other nation 
are the public offices so freely opened to 
the masses, as under the system of com- 
tive examinations the lowest subject, 
with a few class exceptions, may fit him- 
self for and obtain the highest office 
There is no hereditary nobility, except of 
the imperial family. The Emperor recog- 
nizes himself and is recognized by his 
siibjects as being controlled by a higher 
law than his own will. For many cen- 
turies the country has been governed by 
boards or departments at the capital, 
Sorte w hal complicated, but similar in 
their operation to mist of the political 
systemsé-of the western nations. In more 
than one instance where the Emperor 





has gone contrary to the views of Ins 


advisers and the popular will he has been 
deposed and a new occupant of the throne 
chosen, who was more subservient to the 
established institutions of the Rmpire. 
The teachings of Confucius and Mencius, 
the highest Chinese authorities in goy- 
ermmental and ¢gocial matters, were based 
gpon the principle of securing the com- 
mon goed of all; hence a constitutional 
form of government might well be the 
legitimate offspring of the anctent order 
in China, independent of any aid rendered 
by modern civilization. 


It is quite compauble, therefore, with 


the existing principles of government to 
take steps toward a more formal consti- 
tutional regime. ut, as becomes a con- 


servative people, these steps are being 





taken with deliberation, In the frst 
sack) an imperial edict was issued July 
16 of last year, after many councils as to 
the reforms. mest. needed by the country, 
appointing two commissions, comp ree 
of praminent and intelligent officials, 
visit the United States and ituoe: ‘The 
edict stated that “the court has repeatedly 
announced in plain speech that earnest 
efforts must be made to introduce re- 
forms, * * ® with the view to raise 
China from her present condition of 
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weakness and deliver her from the dan- 
gers into which she has fallen;"-and the 
commissioners were commanded “to in- 
quire into the methods of the various for- 
cien governments, in the hope that we 
may be thus able to select and adopt the 
best,” 


We well remember the favorable im- 
pression made by the commissioners who 
recently visited Washington and other 
cities of the United States. The two 
traveling commissions (as they were 
called), having completed their investi- 
gations, returned to Peking in August 
last, had several personal audiences of 
the Emperor and Empress Dowager, and 
submitted their reports in writing, recomm- 
mending. the establishment of a constitu- 
tional government. These reports were 
the subject of earnest cabinet councils, 
in which the conservative element of the 
Court-made determined efforts to defeat 
the constitutional plan, but they finally 
failed. It appears that Yuen Shih-kai, 
who was summoned to the capital from 
Tientsin, and Tuan Fang, the most. effi- 
cient miember of the traveling eommis- 
sions, were the influential advocates of 
the constitution, and it is said wan over 
at ‘support of a large inajoritv of the 
cabinet, as well as the Emperor and Em- 
ores Dowager. 





A SOTARLE EDICT 


As oa result, the imperial edict was 
issucd September 1 last, annowneing the 
decision of the throne to grant and 

“adopt a constitutional system im which 
the supreme authority shall be vested in 
the crown, but all questions of govern 
ment shall be considered by a popular 
assembly.” The edict is a notable docu- 
ment, and I regret that I do not have the 
time to read it in full. It sustains the 
decision to adopt a constitution by citmg 
the deplorable condition of the commtry 
which threatens dan, and 
which can only be avoided “by broaden- 
ing our knowledge, improving: our laws, 
and keeping in the path of progress.” 
However, before creating a constitution 
and a representative assernbly, it savs 
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several things must be accomplished. 
The existing official organization must 
be reformed and purified ; education must 
be extended; the finatices put in order: 
the mulitary évsten onproved, and the 
gentry and people made to understand 
political affairs. In a few wears, when 
the system ehall have been studied and 
outlined, a form of constitution will be 
announced and the date for putting it in 
operation fixed, 


FOREIGN CRITICISM 


It i sumewhat thecourping to. note 
that this great proclamation, although 
recognized as a memorable document, 
has met with severe criticism from for- 
eign sources. The most intelligent and 
fair-minded of these critics to which I 
have aceess ts the Shanghai News," an 
English daily, which has devoted to it 
a number of recent editorials. Its chief 
criticism is that no time is fixed for an- 
nonncing the constitution or putting the 
representative assembly in operation; 
that the preliminary work marked out 
may require ten or twelve years, or even 
a lifetime, and thus the protnised reform 
be postponed indefinitely, a5, it i= alleged, 
the history of China for the last half a 
century has been largely a record of bro- 
ker promises. It recoonizes that it is a 
great ambition of.a monarch to be the 
ruler of three hundred millions of united 
and prosperous people; that the granting 
‘of 4 constitution and parhament would 
increase their patriotic pride, while 
making them more serviceable to the 
throne, and if sincerely issued and car- 
ried owt it. would be the acme of shrewd 
ftatesmanship, bot that the ery for re- 
form seems to come from those who will 
not reform themselves. 

The answer to the first part of this 
criticism mav be found in the conduct of 
Japan. In the vear 1869 the Mikado 
took what . termed the “charter cath,” 
promising the give the people of Japan 
a deliberative assembly, aad ts the his 

* Acknowledgment is male of iadehtediess 


to the Shanghai rw for tany of the fects 
Sutedl im this paper. 
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tinte to study the istttuhons of other 
countries; but not until 1881, twelve. 
years later, did he fix definitely the period 
when the promised parliament would he 
convened, which was to be ten years 
later still, before which latter cate he 
gave: assurance that the constitutron 
would be promulgated, and he warned 
his people that they should “hasten slowly 
toward constitutional and representative 
government, [t is too true that very 
many of the ruling party in Chinn who 
are opposed to the reforms inavgurated 
are unworthy and corrupt officials; but 
this fact is recognized in the edict from 
the throme and a determination is: ex- 
pressed to make an carnest effort to in 
prove the methods and morals of public 
administration; and the critics mst 
admit that the men who are directing the 
constitutional movement, such as Chang 
Chih-tung, Yuan Shi-kai, Tuan Fang. 


and Tang Shao-vi, are sericus-minded 


men, and will compare favorably with the 
statesinen of other lands for uprightness 
and personal integrity. 

Against them there cannot be brought 
the criticism that the reform comes from 
those who will not reform themselves 
There is no doubt, however, that the most 
serine Opposition to the tittrti 
comes from the bureaucracy. This oppo- 
sition among the high officials at Peking 
has been so strong that Prince Tsai Tsch, 
the head of the traveling commissions, 
felt it necessary a few weeks aco to add: 
(iress another memorial to the throne, 
in which he argues that “constitutional 
government is henehcial both to the state 
and the people, but most unbeneficial to 
the official classes.” And he proceeds to 
condemn the lack of loyalry on the part 
of high dignitaries, who put their per- 
sonal advancement hetore their duty to 
the country, and he warns their majesties 
against arguments springing from such 
selfish motives. After giving very forci- 
ble reasons in favor of a constitution, he 
closes with this significant statement: Ti 
the throne does not grant the people their 
nghtiul privileges when they quualifs 
themselves: to enjov them, they will un- 
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doubtedly try to claim them through 
illegitimate. channels.” 

& criticism most strongly empha- 
sized against the practicability of a cen- 
tralized representative government is the 
present independent character of the vice- 
roys and ‘governors: of provinces, who 
will be found unwilling to surrender their 
power, Hut-it is to be remembered that 
these officials are not hereditary rulers 
like the Japanese daimios, but are ap- 
painted and removed at will by the im- 
penal government, and the rule is that 
no one shall be appointed to a province 
of which he is a native or in which he 
has local attachments. If the viceroys 
ire found to be resisting the policy of a 
constitutional regime, they may be re- 
moved and others more in harmony witls 
the new policy appointed in their places. 


WELCOMED BY THE: PEOPLE 


Let us tum from the foreign critics 
and ste how the Chinese people have re- 
ceived the promised constitution, It is 
too early for reports from the interior 
provinces, but we have news from nuaLtiy 
of the great cities and centers of popula: 
tion. At Tientsin, Hankow, Nanking, 
Shanghai, Canton, anda number of other 
places a general holiday was declared, 
and the guilds, socteties, and especially 
the schools and educational associations, 
united in ‘processions and mass meetings, 
with patriotic addresses, and thanks tele- 
graphed to the government at Peking, 
expressing their hearty appreciation of 
the act, It may be of interest to notice 
more in detail the action of the people of 
Canton, the most populous and wealthy 
city of the E mpire, the farthest removed 
from the capital, and where it has been 
understood revolts and the anti-dvriastic 
spirit are most rampant. The report 

states that a general holiday ‘was ar- 

ranged, busines was suspended, and “the 
ion caller! forth the loudest ac- 
sien of rejoicing.” The chamber 
of commerce took the lead, and was ‘Sup 
ported by the various guilds and socie- 
ties. The shops and houses were gayly 
decorated, processions paraded the 


Tus NationaL GeocrarHic MaGaZzine. 


streets; with bands of music and fre- 
works, and the guild houses and public 
halls were crowded with people, who 
made their obcisarices before the iniperil 
tablets, bearing the names of the Em- 
peror and Empress Dowager, as a mark 
of gratitude for the gracious acts of their 
mijesties in proposing a constitutional 
government for the Empire. 

Atterwards the crowds listened to pa- 
trintic songs from the students of the 
public schools and to addresses fromm 
prominent persons. In these the hearers 
were exhorted to wee their best endeavors 
and infitence toward the spread of tnexdi- 
em education, without which the country 
never could understand the meaning of 
constitutional government and the re- 
sponsibility therefrom which rested tpon 
all, male and female; and they were 
warned that impatience and haste in try- 
ing to bring about such government 
would only ruin the hopes of those who 
were working for the welfare of the 
country. Telegrams were also sent to 
Peking, addressed to the princes and high 
ministers: in charge of the reform meas- 
tires, congratulating them on their im- 
portant labors and asking ther to convey 
to their imperial majesties the assurances 
of their most_loval devotion. It is te- 
pores from Peking that their mnajestics 

ave manifested creat pleasure in reading 
the accounts of these celebrations held in in 
the principal cities of the Empite. With 
such a spirit. animating the people, the 
editor of the foreign journal may well 
charactertee the step as the acme-:of wise 
statestnanship, 


THE OTTUM CRUSADE 


The imperial government, not content 
with undertaking the important reforms 
which I have noticed in education, juris- 
prudence, industries, and polities, hos 
also grappled with the great moral vice 
of its people—the opium habit. tt has 
within the past hundred vears Sls 
the crying social evil of the country, and 
it is a gigantic struggle which has been 
i, dae for its eradication. No one 


who has not passed through the interior 
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of the country can appreciate the mag- 
nitude of the problem. It is said that 
nearly every family has felt the clutch of 
this monster vice, and it is known to have 
impoverished whole commiumities. It is, 
however, denied that the drug is largely 
used by the official class, A prominent 
matdarin of Peking, speaking from inti- 
mate knowledge of the matter, has stated 
that a very small percentage of high offi- 
cials in Peking smoke opium, and that of 
all the viceroys and governors only one 
is addicted to the habit. 

This fact gives greater hope for the 
enforcement of the edict which was issued 
on September 20 last, decreeing that 
steps be taken for the gradual suppres- 
sion of the cultivation of the poppy and 
of the use of opium, and that both shall 
be completely abolished at the expira- 
tion of ten years, The edict declares 
that those addicted to the habit have 
wasted their time, neglected their traces, 
ruined their constitutions, and squan- 
dered their property; that for this reason 
China has became poorer and poorer 
every year; and it exhorts the people to 
stop the pernicious habit, pluck out the 
deep-seated cancer, and strive for an era 
of physical health. 

Unfortunately it will be impossible to 
make the abolition of this devastating 
vice effective without the cansent and co- 

ptration of Great Hritain. The result 
of what is known as the “Opium war” of 
i840 secure! the privilege to the British 
East India Company and their successor, 
the present government of India, to im- 
port opium into China. Frequent ef- 
forts have been oiade by China to have 
this privilege abolished, but it is a great 
source of profit to India, and the British 
government has steadily refused its con- 
sent. It is claimed that, as the poppy is 
much more largely produced in China 
than in- India, 30 long as that is permitted 
in China it ie a legitimate trade for India. 

But there te a better prospect now than 
ever before to reach some Sarees be 
tween the two countries. Mr John Mor- 
levy, the Secretary of state for India, a 
statesman of Liberal and humane views, 
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has annotmeed in Parliament that the 
British government will go to the length 
of a financial sacrifice to assist China in 
any serious attempt to restrict the use of 
opium, Dr Morrison telegraphs the Lon- 
don Times that “every missionary in 
China, of whatever nationality, and the 
overwhelming mass of disinterested pub- 
He opinion, beth official and tnofficial 
[British] will reloice when the British 
connection with the traffic wholly ceases," 
The bishop of Hongkong is active in en- 
listing the cooperation of the British au- 
thorities. He asserts that twice the 
Howse of Commons has affirmed that 
this connection with the Inda-Chinese 
trade was wholly indefensible, and that 
the trade increased incaleulably the mis- 
ery of millions of their fellow-men and 
tended to the deterioration of a noble. 
race, 

It is a source of great gratification to 
state that the government of the United 
States is not only free from any connee- 
tion with the trade, hut that American 


citizens have from our earliest diplomatic 


connection with China been forbidden’ to 
engage in it. Both by treaty and diplo- 
matte action, our inflience has been 
thrown arainst tt. 

[t is a stupendous undertaking on the 
part of the authorities to suppress this 
vice, which has taken such a strong hold 
upon the people. Tt may -be compared to 
the ceaseless warfare that is being carried 
on in this country against intemperance, 
Among the first measures of the govern- 
ment is the prohibition of the use of 
opium in the new army and in the public 
schools and colleges, and instruction as 
to its evil effects, A late press telegram 
from Peking states that several officers 
of the old Manchu Banner Corps have 
heen cashiered for smoking opium, that 
the officials in all the yamens, or govern- 
ment offices, at Peking have been ordered 
to break themselves of the habit within 
six months, and that an effort will be 
made to apply a similar rule to officials 
under sixty years of age throughout the 
Empire, on pain of dismissal from the 


Service, 
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The people also seem to be responding 
in some measure to the appeals of the 
authorities by organizing anti~opitm $0- 
cicties: The methods of the one in Can- 
ton will indicate the character of their 
elforts. The members of this society 
pledge themselves fot to use opium, and 
to do all in their power to free others 
from ite deadly 
doctors and medicines to those making 
an effort to abandon the vice. 








They also 
orpanize ‘street parades, in which men 
are dressed as confirmed opium sots, with 
most ragged and disreputable garments 
and their faces painted an ashy paleness 
familiar among confirmed smokers, this 
exhibiting to the apectators “the awful 
example’ of the opium fend. 


REFORMS IN NRESS AND FOOTHINDING 


It would seem that the foregoing state- 
ment of the reforms undertaken in China 


would be sufficient to satisfy the dernands 
of the most advanced advocates for its 


regeneration ; but still other reforms are 


being urged upon the government and 
people. ‘here are many who favor a 
rir of the drese to the western style 


te abolition of the queve by imperial 
tet Changes in these matters are al- 
ready in progress in the army and the 
publie schools, and it is probable that 
they will be extended, as in Japan, with- 
out governmental interference. The 
abolition of slavery and lygamy is 
being strongly pressed. Neither of these 
practices has been widespread, and while 
from our western standpoint they are 
blats upon oriental civilization, the gov- 
ernment may well be spared the burden 
at undertaking their “Tholition til] the 
other important reforms it has m hand 
are in a more advanced stage of aceept- 
anesé, 

The movement for abandoning the cus- 
tor of foct-binding is making progress, 
but it seers the most tenacious practice 
to be overcome. [t has withstood more 
than one imperial edict, and the vast ma- 
jority of the secies women still cling to 
it as an evidence of refinement and fash- 
ion. The Empress Dowager seems de- 
termined upon its destruction, has re- 


sp. They provide 
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‘cently issued a new fulmination against 
it, and is seeking to bring to bear official 
ostracism and the influence of the schools 


UHSERVANCE OF SUNDAY 


The late annotincement of Sanday as 

a legal holiday, when the public offices 
tt to be closed, is not to be construed a 
a step toward the acceptance of Chris- 
tianity, but is another evidence of con- 
formity to western practices. Prince Pu 
Lun, a member of the imperial family, 
who visite! our country two years. ago 
as the Emperor's representative to the 
ot. Louis Exposition, in answer to my 
inquiry as to what impressed him most in 
our country, said it was our weekly rest 
day, a in China they toiled on day after 
day without cessation. T have been told 
that one of the reasons for the step taken, 
was that Sunday was a favorite day with 
western diplomats at Peking to visit the 
Foreign Office, the day when the officials 
of that department desired a vacation. 
Some color is given to that assertion 
when it is seen from the last volume of 
the Foreign Relations of the United 
States that the American minister ts ask- 
ing for an appointment on that day to 
visit the department on business. 

Many parts.of the country seem to 
have a rage for foreign ways and ar- 
ticles. A correspondent from the far- 
away interior province of Szechwan, on 
the confines of Tibet, writes: “I notice 
quite a number of the natives are wear- 
ing leather shoes made by local cob- 
blers. What they want is a shoe tat 
will polish and look like the foreigner's. 
In fact, they want everything to look like 
the foreigner’s. They want hats like 
they wear in Shanghai; likewise seed 
coats; they try to write witha lead 7 
cil instead of a Chinese pen; they sais 
foreign pictures for their shops, All this 
isa feching after something different from 
their old ways of living. The next gen: 
eration will want more luxuries than their 
fathers,” 

The American observer from whose 
book just published I have already quoted 
says: “It is not unusual to see wealthy 
Chinese going about in their motor cars, 
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driven by native chauffeurs. [saw the 
young danghter of a high official riding 
a bieyele through the street in-a foreign 
concession, attended br a servant on an- 
other wheel © © "© Among matian- 
alities none is today more disposed to 
take up pew and improved methods than 
the Chinese.” 
CHINA FOR THE CHINESE 

And vet during the past year and more 
the foreign press has been full of com- 
plaints that there exists in China a. bitter 
hostility to forcigners, countenance by 
the government and encouraged by the 
more intelligent and influential classes of 
the population. It is alleged that every- 
where throughout the Empire the ery is 
“China for the Chinese,” and that this 
means the exclusion of foreigners from 
al) concessions anid enterprises and from 
participation in the development of the 
country. To support these allegations 
the following, among other recent occtur- 
reneces, are cited: The compulsory siur- 
render of the Canton-Hankow Railroad 
concession, the Shanghai not, the anti- 
American boycott, and the foreign cus- 
torn se) ae Let us examine how 
far the tacts sustain these allecations. 

Much misinformation has been pub- 
lished respecting the repurchase of the 
Canten-Hankow Railroad; Only a few 
weeks ago so relinble a periodical as the 
New York /ndependent stated that the 
Chinese povernment had forced the re- 


purchase in obedience to the demand of 


the Chinese Nationalists for the cancella- 
tien, of all foreign concessions, The 
facts, briefly stated, are that out of special 
considermtion tor the United States the 
Chinese government granted to an Amer- 
ican company in 1898 the most valuable 
franchise in its gift, a concession to build 
a Tailroad from Canton to Hankow, a 
distance with its branches of over goo 
miles, through the most densely popu- 
lated part of the country. As the pov- 
ernment desired for political reasons that 
it shoul! be an exclusively American en- 
terprise, it inserted a provision in the 
contract that the ownership or control of 
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the company should not be transferred to 
any other foreigners. After some years 
spent in Vain efforts to raise the necessary 
capital in New York: the company did 
what it was expressly forbidden to do, 
sell a majority of the stock to Belgians, 
with what was believed to be the backing 
of China's most feared competitor, Rus- 
sia. Besvles, the representatives of the 
company by their overbearing cormduet 
had incurred the hostility of the local au- 
thortties and people in China. Seven 
years passed without any serious effort to 
build the road, as only 32 miles had been 
constructed, and that merely a branch 
line, Under these circumstances: the 
fovernment gave notice to the company 
that it hac forfeited its concession by 
reason of the sale to the Belgians, but 
that it was prepared to. repay all the ex- 
penditures of the company. The latter 
then alleged it had bought back the con- 
trol from the Belgians: but it was too 
late to re-establish jteelf in the-confidence 
of the people of the provinces, and by a 
friendly arrangement the Government 
paid to the company three times the 
amount of its total expenditures and re- 
ceived a surrender of the concessian, 

There is.a concurrence of testimony of 
American ohservers on the ground that 
the company by its bad conduct and un- 
businesslike methods had forfeited all 
consideration. Hon, William E. Curtis, 
during: a recent visit to China, wrote: 
“The famous American-China Devel- 
opment Company [the Canton-Hankow 
Railroad Company | has made a wretched 
mess Of its copcession and has dragged 
the honor and credit of American’ capi- 
talists across about 7o0 miles of Chinese 
mud anc dest.” 

Mr McCormick, the agent of the Asso- 
ciated Press during the Russo-Japanese 
WHF, 1ust returned from China, ina recent 
article in the New York Outlook, cave 
that the company clearly broke its faith 
with the Chinese rovernment, and that its 
conduct, more than any other fact of our 
intercourse, tended “to destroy American 
prestiye and damaged every American 
enterprise in China.” Mr Millard, « 
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well-known correspondent, gives m_ his 
book an account of the company, fully 
confirming the other American writers 
above cited, and concludes: “Thus igno- 
miniously terminated the first important 
project ever launched under American 
auspices in China.” It may he added 
that, so far from the Chinese bemg gov- 
erned by a spirit of hostility to foreigners 
in this miatter, the present native com- 
pany, under which the railread is now 
being built, is ordermg passenger cats 
and other rolling stock from American 
matt irers, ; 
The Shanghai riot of a year ago, which 
was greatly exaggerated in the press re- 
parts and led to the assembling in that 
port of the war vessels of our western 
powers, including the United States, 
grew out of the atternpt of the foreign 
authorities in the settlement to exercise 
cantrol over a Chinese woman charge 
with a misdemeanor. A full account of 
this riot was given by Mr George Ken- 
nan, of this city, then in China, in the 
Outlook, in which the Chinese author- 
ities were vindicated. Such was the con- 
clusion of the American Consul General. 
The British Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
in discussing the riot in the House of 
Commons, stated that the Chinese judge 
was night in the case, and that the at- 
tempt of the municipal authorities to ex- 
ercise jurisdiction was “unfortunately an 
act that was not warranted by our treaty 
fights. * © “ It shows the danger 
of encroaching on Chinese jurisdiction in 
these foreign settlements.” | 
So far as the anti-American boyoott 1 
concerned, to viticate the conduct of the 
Chinese people there is need only to quote 
the language of the President of the 
United States in his message to Congress, 
in which he savs that “in the effort to 
carry out the policy of excluding Chinese 
laborers, Chinese coolies, grave injustice 
and wrong have been done by this nation 
to the people of China.” And he clearly 
states the cause in this language: “The 
main factor in producing this boycott has 
been the resentment felt by the students 
and business people of China, by all the 
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Chinese leaders, against the harshness of 
our law toward edtcated Chinamen of 
the professional and business classes.” 
The boycott was but the ebullition of 
the hour, in which the patriotic spirit of 
resentment of the sedate Oriental boiled 
over for the time; but the usual friendly 
feeling for America soon reasserted itself, 
even before the ameridmnents of the law 
promised by the President were voted by 
Congress. I venture the assertion that 
every fair-minded American citizen ap- 
plamded the Chinese demonstration of re- 
sentment, and his only recret was a feel- 
ing of humiliation that his country should 
be guilty of so flagrant 4 wrong to a 
prowd bet unolfending people. 

A. great outery has been raised, espe- 
cially in British journals, because of the 
creation during the present vear of a 
new commission of two prominent Chi- 
nese officials, called the “Customs Board,” 
because it was supposed that it was the 
intention to stipersede Sir Robert Hart, 
a British subject, who for forty years 
and more has so suecessfiully managed 
the maritime customs. The Chinese Gov- 
emmment, however, has given positive as- 
sirances that it bad no such intention. 
Sir Robert, who continues at the head of 
the customs, has issued a circular stating: 
that no change was to be made, and an- 
other of the evidences of the Chinese 
hostility to foreigners is shown to have 
no substantial foundation. 

The ery of “China for the Chinese,” 
which is most heard among the students 
returned from Japan and other foreign 
countries, has given rise to the fear 
ae seg the Empire was 8 Mes eve 
of another uprising against foreigners, 
stich as the Basen Suehecale of iene. Fare 
cigm powers haying citizens or interests 
in China were advised to strengthen their 
navies in these waters, and it was even 
said] that it was the purpose of our gov- 
emment to reinforce the army in the 
Philippines, so as to hove on available 
force. near by for the expected emer- 
gency. But such fears thus far have 
proved illusory. Notwithstanding the 
anti-dynastic societies, the spirit of unrest 
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accasioned by the reform measures, the 
rice famine, and other disturbing causes, 
the past vear has been more free than 


val from public disorders—would it be 
an invidious comparison ito say, less dis- 
honored by riots and lynchings than the 
United States? | 

There have been some outbreaks of 
race hatred, but they have been due in 
large measure to exceptional and local 
cases. The Lienchow massacre of the 
Presbyterian thissionaries was a lamenta- 
ble occurrence: but the missionaries ex- 
onerated the authorities from any delib- 
erate negligence or sympathy with the 
ricters, and full indemnity has been 
nade for the losses. It appears that 
there still remain some vestives of the 
Boxer organization. A correspondent, 
writing in August last from the interior 
province of Shensi, in which the Court 
took refuge when the allied army ocen- 
pied Peking in 1900, pives an account of 
the sudden appearance in a small town, 
the scene of the story, of a band of Box- 
ers. They assumed a threatening atti- 
tude, especially toward the foreigners in 
the town, and the latter were compelled to 
seck refuge in the -vatien ot office of the 
town magistrate. “The Roxers lollowed, 
demanded food from the magistrate, and 
also authority to kill the foreipners. By 
this time the whole town became com- 
pletely terrorized, the merchants closed 
their shops, and the people were in-a state 
of panic. After receiving food the Boxers 
withdrew to a large temple in the town, 
announcing their intention to kill the for- 
eigners and Christians the next day. 

Their plan, however, was frustrated 
by the opportune arrival of a German 
liewtenant, on his way from Mongolia to 
Peking, He infused some backbone into 
the people at the yamen, and’ on the fol- 
lowing morning he induced a small force, 
which could muster only twelve tifles: in 
all, to follow him to the Boxers’ quarters. 
In the skinnish which ensued, after a 
bref parley, eleven Boxers were killed, 
many others wounded, and the remainder 
taken prisoners. That pot an-end to the 
Boxer troubles in that provinre. This 
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prompts me to say that if at the oppor- 
tine moment, not a German lieutenant 
but a resolute officer of the law had ay 
peared at Sprincheld, Ohio, of Atlanta, 
Georgia, and laid his hands on or, if need 
be, shot down the hoodlum leaders, our 
country and our civilization would not 
have teen disgraced a short time ago 
with the barharities there perpetrated. 


REFORM OF FOREIGNERS 


It is troe that there does exist in China 
a certain feeling of resentment ‘against 
foreigners; Int, in view of the spolation 
of their territory, the enormous indemni- 
ies exacted, and the disposition to es- 
tablish a foreign monopoly for the ex- 
ploitation of their industries and mines, 
it must be admitted that this feeling is not 
without some justification, Colonel (Chi- 
nese) Gordon said forty vears ago that 
the Chinese “have suffered much wrong 
from foreigners who have preyed on their 
country.” The occurrences since that 
time have intensified this fact. So, also, 
the conduct of most foreigners, the mis 
Simuinies excepted, in their intercourse 
with the natives has been truthfully de- 
scribed as tiasterful, high-handed, and 
generally overbearing, 

An interesting discussion of this sub- 
ject has been going on recently in the 
Shanghai News. A native, who signs 
himself “A long-gowned Chinaman" and 
is vouched for by the editor as a eculti- 
vated and educated gentleman, has stated 
the Chinese side of fi auiertion 80 forei- 
bly that I cannot do better than quote 
some of his views, In his discussion 
with the editor he writes: 

“The movement of what you call the 
Young China party, erratic perhaps now 
in thany wavs, has its root in the intense 
feelings of the Chinese people that they 
have not heen fairly and justly treated by 
foreigners, The true aspiration at the 
battom of this movement which is claim- 
ing China for the Chinese is to ask for a 
readjustment of our delations with for- 
eigners on a fair and just basis. The 
one true and principal object which the 
peonle of China in their hearts want in 
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this matter of reform is not 30 rnuch 
railways, not new learning, not European 
luxuries, not European civilization—what 
the people of China in their hearts want 
is to bring about the reform of the for- 
eigners in their way of clealing with the 
Chinese. A sagacious Englishman in 
Hankow once said to me, ‘What fools 
these people in Shanghai are. Why, if 
the Chinese really succeed in their re- 
forms, do you think we foreigners in 
China would have such a d-—, 
titne us we are having now? In a word, 
the Chinese people want the foreigners in 
China te reform by knocking out of their 
heads the idea that God has created the 
three hundred odd million Chinese for the 
British and other nations to trade pon, 
to make a living out of them, The only 
way to abate ps fever and ae, iS 
feeling against foreigners is to begin the 
ton in China at both ends, on the 
foreign side as well as on the Chinese 
stile.” 


IMFROVEMENT OF THE CITIES 


| cannot close this review of the pres- 
ent condition of China without a refer- 
ence to the improvements gomg on im 
some of the principal cities. These are 
very noticeable in Shanghai, in the mew, 
enlareed, amd more attractive public 
buildings and private residences, the ex- 
tension and improvement of the streets. 
and the increased facilities of locomotion 
and suburban travel, Shanghai is, how- 
ever, under foreign control, and the im- 
provement, while an indication of grow- 
ing wealth and commerce, is mainly the 
development of western enterprise, (Cf 
the native cities, Hankow has shown 
much growth and improvement, but the 
two cities giving greatest evidence of 
progress and improvement are Peking 
and Tientsin. 

Few things in civilized life are more 
repulsive than the interior of a native 
Chinese city, and this was especially the 
case with Peking until the past few years 
Since the occupation of the allied army, 
and especially tn the last two vears, o 
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marvelous transformation has taken place 
in the capital. | former broad 
thoroughfares, undrained, unpaved, and 
recking with filth, have undergone a 
wonderful change. In the center there 
has been constructed a wide macad- 
amized road, witha parking on each side 
planted with trees, and next to the houses 
a paved sidewalk its laid with curbing and 
drain. A system of sewers has been 
adopted, and the city presents the appear- 
ance Of having been thoroughly ewept 
and garnished. A tniform police force 
adds to its citv-like appearanee. A tele- 
phone and electric service has heen estab- 
lished, and tramways traverse the prin- 
cipal streets. 

The transformation of Tientsin has 
been even more effective and complete. 
It received its first impulse under the 
International Government which was es- 
tablished) during the foreign allied occu- 
pation, and of which Hon. Charles 
Denby, Jr, was the secretary and active 
executive officer, The native municipal- 
ity, one of the largest in the Empire, haz 
been so changed that an old resident 
absent for a few vears would hardly 
recommize it. The old wall which sir- 
rounded the land side has been entirely 
removed and replaced with a wide boule- 
vard, paved-and planted with trees, and 
whith extends also along the water front. 
with an electric tramway traversing’ its 
whole exterit, Imed with attractive shops. 
The former howwses, all of one story, of 
unburnt brick or of thatch and reeds 
plastered, are giving place to others of 
lanter proportions and of substantial com- 
struction in Ewropean style, mony of two 
stories, and indicating a degree of com- 
fon which could not have been dreamed 
bi a tew vears ago. The process ol 
widening the interior streets, tearing 
down walls, and the construction of more 
sanitary dwellings, besides improving the 
general aspect of the city, has also 
greatly improved its health. The light: 
ing and police arrangentents are of # 
similar character, and tt enjoys a blessing 
possessed by few other of the native 
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| tues, and baggings of big game 
A ate insignificant compared to the 


elephant Init of ‘the King of Siam. It 
isan old as well as 2 picturesque custo 
anid, surviving to the Twentieth Century 
inchanged in all tts important features, 
is still the delicht of the court of Siam, 
the capital, and all the water-side country 
around old Ayuthia. Tt used to be an 
annua! affair, but there have been serious 
lapses in this reign, owing one time to the 
King’s absence in Europe, again to his 
little discord with France, and yet again 
to his iil health. There are forebodings 
lest the great chase he given up of neces- 
sity, as time pocs on and enterprising 
Siam keeps up its irrepressible gait of 
molernity, Progress and the new: agri- 
culture, railway extension and) irrigation 
are turning the jungle into limitless rice 
plains, and the acreech of the locomotive 
drowns the trumpeting of the wild cle- 
phants ancl scatters them im panic to fur- 
ther jungle country. 

The roval elephant hunt was a more 
serious affair, perhaps, when that majestic 
beast was the onlymeansof royal travel on 
land, and the elephant corps and elephant 
batteries were the corps d'dlite and most 
important branch of the army. London 
built landaus on pneumatic tires and auto- 
mobiles stand in the palace courts, and 
long-range, quick-firing machine fun ot 
the Japanese pattern are the equipment of 
the roval artillery, Save for tradition 
and sentiment, for occasional state splen- 
dors and pararles, the elephant has te 


part in Bangkok court life, and the ele 
phant’s occupation would be gone were 
it not for the survey corps, the road- 
builders, and official traveling in the far- 
away provinces, and the teak forests and 
timber vards, where American overhead 
machinery cannot altogether supplant the 
intelligent strength of the elephant. 

For the great hunts at Ayvuthia, site of 
the abandoned ‘capital, the hunters jo out 
weeks beforehand and beat the jungles 
for a hundred miles to north and cast, 
and the cordon of tame elephants slowly 
clases around the wild elephants and 
drives them in a herd of two ani three 
hundred and more down to the river 
bank, and across. to the Kirmg’s kraial. 

The last hunt of this kind was arranged 
for the special enjoyment of the Crown 
Prince after his return from his studies 
at Oxford and his tour of America, and 
before be assumed the robes of a 
Buddhist priest and spent the regulation 
three months in a monastery, in accord- 
ance with old Siantese custom. It was 
a mast successful hunt, sad the eo 
large photographs, which are reproducec 
foe: eens the different stages of the 
hunt and show the herd of two hundred 
atul fify wild elephants in every pose. 

For the hunt week, the court stays m 
residence at the near-by palace of Bang- 
pa-in, on the river banks, and the dipic- 
matic and other foreign guests fo UP to 
Avuthia on their house-boats, which ltx- 
uriously lodge them during the trme. All 
Bangkok that can find foothold, goes up 
the forty miles by train, and all the river- 
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THe Greatest Hunt in tHe Worip 


side and ereck-country people paddle their 
small boats and dug-out canoes to the 
arm of the Meinam, on which the King’s 
kraal bes, anti] dead and buned Ayuthia 
by the waters comes to itself again, anil 
its canals and crecks and water boule- 
wards are as crowded a5 in the centuries 
when it wasia great capital of Asia. 

When the hunters have urged the slow- 
moving game out fram the jungle to the 
river bank, the sight is worth all Siam's 
efforts to see. Hundreds of boats hem 
the herd, at 2 safe distance, and while the 
hundreds of elephants splash and roll in 
the stream, the buzz and shouts of the 
thousands of people set the elephants’ 
nerves on edge, cause them to trumpet 
and spout water over their gaunt compan- 
ions more fiercely than playfully. ere 
is contrast enough between the wild 
and the tame elephants, standing plump, 
benign, and imperturbable on guard be- 
hind them, waving their trunks easily, 
flapping an ear now and then. It is for 
these sieck guardians to lead and steer 
their jungle cousins across the meadow 
and into the converging approaches to 
the kraal. This square enclosure has 
solid walls six feet thick, with an inner 
stockade of teak logs twelve feet high, 
banded together with iron, and set so 
closely together that there is barely space 

n for the ‘slimmest Siamese to 
squeeze through if pursued, 

The grand stand, with its roval loge, 
from which the King and his gucsts view 
the scene, is built over the north wall of 
the kraal; but, as this position of honor 
and fixed Asiatic convention ts:a bad one 
for photographers, the King, who isan 
enthusiast over the camera, has had a 
special pavilion constructed atone side, 
where maneuvers his imetrimments, 
large and small, with the greatest spirit. 
Nearly every one carries a camera to the 
elephant hunt, but none snap at rovalty, 
except by request, in, so. highly civilized 
a-country as Siam, At this last hunt, the 
King nl hotographed many of the ¢diple- 
matic house-boats as he ‘sped down the 
watery reaches, and was delighted when 
he eanght one favorite envoy lniwares 
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“Now you snap me!" cried the King, in 
amend, and had his beatinen swing his 
brass-trimmed, teak house-boat around 
anid stop it at the right angle and distance. 

As the wild elephants crowd up and 
tht the marrow chute leading to the 
kraal, trumpeting and shuffling nervously 
in their fright, the scramble and. crush 
1s terrific. After the huge logs have 
closed the wicket or portcullis, the tame 
elephants go round as an ambulance 
corps, assisting bruised and injured cle- 
phants to move and rise to their feet and 
turning the dead ones over out of the 
way. At every hunt several beasts: have 
their ribs broken and the life crushed out 
of them in this crush at the gates; for 
when two frantic elephants try to po 
through at once, neither one yields or 
draws back, and the strongest and largest 
One SUPVITES, 

After this actual theater panic mildly 
subsides and the kraal is filled with the 
wild jungle folk, who trumpet and scream 
unceasingly, the “elephant doctors” move 
about on their trained tuskers and note 
the desieabte catches. The chosen ones 
aré lassoed by the foot and made fast to 
stakes, aru! their trumpeting and frantic 
efforts:to break loose furnish all the ex- 
citerment the spectators desire. A few 
are chosen for the roval stables, but the 
rest ¢o the practical, commercial way— 
to the survey camps and the teak forests. 

There is great contrast between the 
sleek, fat, well-fed and well-groomed 
tame elephants, with their quiet dignity, 
their benign and easy maneuvers, and 
the sorry-looking jungle folk—gaunt, 
weather-worn elephants, with visible ribs 
and patches of fungus prow a few 
weeks of care: and food, a few scrub- 
bings and oilings, transform them, and 
they soon aeqitre the urban manner aml 
composure. 

Every Siamese is a connoisseur and 
critic of elephants, and judges unerringly 
from the wild herd. First, the creature 
should have a good skin, unsearred. of 
uniform wrinkling: or texture, and as 
licht in color as possible, His toes 
should have black nails and his tail must 
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be absolutely intact, Insigenitticanit as the 
elephant’s tail is, the want of it renders 
the creature impossible and ridiculous; 
and many a promising elephant is re- 
jected at the kraal because he has lost his 
tail in some jungle fight. -A steady, even 
pait is necessary for the elephant to he 
used in traveling. 

When the wild elephants have been 
chosen and made. fast to stakes, they 
sometimes break loose and wreak their 
frenzy on the first animal in sight, and 
battles roval between fierce tuskers often 
enliven the after-hunt. Then the air 
rings with the shouts of the people and 
the Siamese thinks he has hada roval 
holiday indeed, 

When the final choice tas been made 
and the rejected elephants are turned 
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hack into the nicadow, fed and freed, the 
King mses and goes to his boat The 
King of Siam ts one of the most kingly- 
locking men now pracing. threne— 
“the handsomest man in Asta,” many of 
the diplomats call him—and in his white 
military uniform he steps off at a pace 
that puts the royal umbrella-bearer at a 
dog-trot to keep up with the streniuvotre 
ruler, At sight of the King in his Eure 
pean clothes, under his Asintic:wmibbretla, 
the people sink on their heels and remain 
in pose of reverent humility until he has 
. Then the people, who have en- 
oved the holiday to the full, take a fresh 
tel quid, tuck up their fcuinen yes, paddle 
away or wade the stream, and’ Ayuthia 
becomes again but a busy water village 
near some ruined temples in the jungle. 


AND COLOMBIA* 


By Hon. Joun Barrerr 


Usiren Stares Minister tro Conowara 


HILE appreciating greatly the 
‘honer of an invitation to 
open. the lecture oourse of 
the National Geographic Society and 
thanking you for giving me that honor, 
it if necessary to express a word of ex- 
planation and excuse. 
studied South America in general and 
Colombia in particular with great care 
for many years, I honestly feel that there 
must be many le in this audience who 
are more familiar with the subject and 
who could give vou a better discussion, 
For example, [ see present here tonight 
the new Minister of Colombia, Senor 
Don Enrique Cortes, one of the most 
distinguished men of that country, who 
could entertam you with a tore accurate 
description of his wonderful republic 
than it is: possible for me to do. 
Inasmuch as ‘your course inchudes other 
addresses on South America, such as 





Although I have: 


these of my colleague, Mr Lee, Minister 
to Ecuador, on that country; Dr Cal- 
deron, Minister of Bolivia, about his re- 
poole al Mr Johnson, concerning the 

anama Canal, it has.scemed fitting that, 
in the first part of my talk tonight, [ 
should take wp some general references 
to all Latin Amernca, an) more partici- 
larly because South America has come 
so prominently before us on account of 
the remarkable visit of Secretary Root 
to the capitals of that part of the world 

THE VISIT OF SECKETARY ROOT 

Too much emphasis cannot be lai 
upon the character and significance of 
Mr Root's tour of South America. It has 
not been fully appreciated in the United 
States. “The natural modesty of the Sec- 
retary of State has kept him from de- 
scribing the cordiality o the treatment he 
received at the hands of the South 





* An address before the National Geographic Society, November 9, 1906, 
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Americans. The press of the United 
States, while following Mr Root's trip, 
failed to catch the spirit and greatness of 
the reception, as was plainly shown by 
the South American press. We of North 
America should be profoundly grateful 
to all South America for the way it re- 
ceived Mr Root. It was a splendid com- 
pliment to us, which we have fatled |to 
reciprocate in any expression of approba- 
tion. Many of you remember the honor: 
showered upen Admiral Dewey when he 
artived in this ame! after his Philip- 
pine achievements. It 1s no exagper- 
ation fo state that Mr Root was greeted 
with a Dewey reception in every capital 
of Sowth America which he visited. 
There was no lack of real enthusiasm in 
the cheers and plaudits of the thrones 
that bade hit welcome Those of us 
who have lived in South America know 
the difference between a reception that 15 
heart-felt and one that is perfunctory. 
In no place was the reception of our 
Secretary of State perfunctory. 

In each capital and ctty where he was 
the mucst he Was: piveti every attention 
possible. Had he been the President of 
the United) States or a European mon 
arch, more could not have been done for 
him, The South Americans were grate- 
ful, and wished to show their vratitude, 
hecanse we sent to them one of our preat- 
est men. They appreciated the fact that 
he is the premier of our cabinet: that he 
is tegarded as one of our ablest lawyers 
as well as being a high-class and cistin- 
guished politician, and that he represents 
the intellectual as well as the materia) 
side of our progress: in short, they 
looked upon him as the best we could 
send, as an ambassador of good will, next 
to the President himself. OHeretotore 
every South American country had been 
visited by princes. and distinguished 
statesmen of different European ccun- 
tries, but the United States, in the pass- 
ing of years, had seemed to neglect South 
Amenca, a8 if it were not worthy of the 
recognition which Europe had given. it 
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When, therefore, the United States, 
through the sagacity of President. Roose- 
Velt, arose to the occasion and sent one of 
its foremost statesmen, South America 
returned the complonent with a receplion 
unsurpassed in the histery of the Western 
Hemisphete., Now tt behooves the 
United States to take advantage of what 
Mr Root has dane by fostering in ever 
Way a movement throughout our country 
for greater intercourse and acquaintatice 
with Latin America, from Mexico to 
Argentina. 


A LATEN-AMERICAN MOVEMENT NEEDED 


The time is at hand that calls for what 
might be termed a widespread Latin- 
American movement in the United States. 
The commercial and economic possihil- 
ites and social conditions and precress of 
our southern neighbors invite our imme 
chate and particular attention. To «say 
that it may be “now or never” with 
North American prestige and trade in 
Central and South Amenea is not a-state- 
ment of an alarmist or pessimist. It is a 
simple ane logical conclusion drawn from 
a thorough study of the actual situation. 

There never was-a period in the history 
of the relations of the United States with 
her sister American republics that af- 
forded such combined opportunity and 
necessity as the present for the develop- 
ment not only of our moral influence, but 
ol our commercial interests. On the other 
hand, there never was a time when Euro- 
pean nations and business interests put 
forth such efforts as they are now Irgiti- 
mately exerting to increase their own 
prestige and trade in South America. 
Although the situation should be one of 
closest rivalry, where the United States 
can and ought to win, if tt does not give 
Europe too long a start, the advantage 
now is decidedly with the latter, There 
is no gainsaying the fact that Latin 
America today is strangly inclined to be 
more svipathetic, in its actnal likes and 
dishikes, with the old world than with the 
United States, because of plain reasons 
of race, langage, and association. 
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Hand Propelled Freight Boat for Shallow Tributaries of Magdalena—Large river 
steamer in background 


LATIN ASLERICA MAKING WAPID "ROURESS 


Many of our sister republics are now 
making a progress that challenges the 
attention and respect of the workd. Some 
of them are going forward with such 
splendid energy that they are running a 
cliee race with the past records of the 
United States and the present achteve- 
ments of Japan. Others are on the verge 
of a progressive growth that will aston- 
ish skeptical critics of the Latin race anid 
delight knowing admirers of their latent 
passibilties. 

In short, it 18 sate to predict a forward 
movement during the next decade for the 
Latin American republics that will give 
therm a position ancl prominence among 
the mations of the earth not thought pos- 
sible a few years age. Tt will bring to 
them a commerce for which the United 
States and Europe will compete with 
every resource at their command. 


APPRECIATION GF LATLN AMERICA 


The speaker admits that he seems to 
talk with an element of prejudice, 
Frankly, he likes Latin America and tie 
Latin peoples! The more he sees of 
them the hetter he respects them, Would 
that more North Americans could become 
better acquainted with South Americans, 
study mare intimately their impulses, am- 
bitions, hopes, achievernents, and see 
things from the Latin-American stand- 
point. Otherwise expressed, it would be 
4 signal blessing to international Pan- 
American accord, and it would maugu- 
mute inmmediately a new era im the rela- 
tions of the United States with her sister 
American republics, if, in thinking, writ- 
ing, and speaking of them, their peoples, 
and their politics, we could follow the old 
Riblical adage and remove the beam from 
our own eye before looking for the moat 
in that of the Latin American. 
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Grand Procession in Bogota on Occasion of the Feast of Corpus Christi, with every- 
body kneeling at special signal of bell in cathedral 
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Small River Steamer for Tributaries and Canals of Magdalena River 


A CRITICAL TIME FOR THE UNITED STATES 


The Linitedl States has reached a most 
critical period in its relations with Lattin 
America. What is done or accomplished 
during the next two years may determine 
forever the relative position of North 
American. trade and prestige in Central 
and South Atnerica. The recent Pan- 
American conference in Rio Janeiro and 
the imprececented visit of Secretary Root 
to South Amenca should awaken suth- 
cient interest throughout the United 
States in this part of the worl to inspire 
our people in general, and our news- 
papers, our mantifacturers, our ter- 
chants, our congressmen, our travelers, 
and our students of formgn mtercourse 
in. particular, to.a new and active appre- 
ciation of the Latin-American republics. 

Without half the reason we have for 
improving the opportunity, European 
commercial, financial, and diplomatic m- 
terests, with commendable judgment and 
spirit, Which we cannot criticise but nist 


admire, are alive to the situation and 
doing everything legitimately in their 
power to retain a hold of which they can- 
not be dispossessed. They keenly realize 
the present and future possibilities of the 
material and economic exploitation of 
Latm Arreriea, and they are leaving no 
stone untutned to gain the necessary ac- 
vantages before the manufacturers anil 
tradesmen of the United States suddenly 
become aroused to the situation and com- 
pete for its control. 


FACTORS UNFAVORABLE TO NORTH 
ASTERICA 


A great factor unfavorable to North 
American trade and tifluence in Latin 
America is the essential difference in lin 
cage and language; bot this point 15 little 
appreciated. The power of similarity in 
race and tongue is mighty. Kinship tn 
these respects brings men closer together, 
It makes them more sympathetic, and thes 
enunts much in Latin countries. The 
average North American, instead of care 
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Bogota is Situated at the Foot of the Motntains on a High Plateau 


fully studying methods of counterbal- 
ancing these adverse conditions to his 
progress in Latin America and of adapt- 
ing himself thereto, undertakes an inde- 
pendent line of action, and ultimately 
tails in his purpose. 

A second great factor 1s corollary to 
the first, and it is one of which, in our 
seeming abundance of knowledge and 
self-confidence, we are lamentably igno- 
rant. Frankly termed, it should be called 
the “holer than thon” attitude tog con- 
monly and persistently assumed hy North 
American statesmen, newspapers, writers, 
travelers, and business agents when dis- 
cussing or dealing with Latin America. 
[n other words, the people of the United 
Stites have too often and too persistent; 
and characteristically “patronized” the 
peoples, customs, institutions, achieve- 
ments, and governments of their sister 
American tations. Per contra, we should 
give Latin America more credit for its 
actual and praiseworthy propress in de- 


veloping stable mational and municipal 
government, in promoting both high 
class and general education, m making its 
awn excellent Itterature; historical ‘and 
romantic, in- advancing scientific mrvesti- 
ration and invention, in solving’ grave 
social and ecoanorme problems, and com 
prehensively striving under difficult ecn- 
ditians to reach a higher standard of 
ciwilistaticrt, 

OL AMERICA 

How few North Americans realize that 
Latin-American histary during the last 
four centuries 1s replete with incident and 
event, nates and results, that compare 
creditably with those of the United States, 
Europe, and Asia! How few know the 
names Of the great heroes, statesmen. 
writers, and scholars who have firured 
prominently in evolving the Latin Amer 
ca of today! How few are aware that 
the principal countries and capitals of 
Latin America have groups of emimenit 
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scholars, scientists, ail philosophers, as 
well 45 universities and professional 
schools, which are no less advanced than 
similar groups amd institutions im the 
United crates and Europe | 

How few North Americans, moreover, 
of high position in public life, in literary, 
scholastic, and scientific circles, ‘visit 
Latin America and exchange: courtesics 
with their fellow-statesmen and students, 
as they do with those of Europe! No 


greater blessing to Pan-American accord 


could now be bestowerl than an exchange 
of actual visits and views of the leaders 
of Pan-American thought and action. 
Latin America is too much accustomed to 
secing and meeting only those North 
Americans who ate intent on making 
money, securing this and that comcoession, 
and thinking only of selfish material con- 
siderations and a return, with pockets 
filled, as soon as possible to the United 
States, _ | 

A change, a renaissance in higher-class 
association, acquaintance, and friendship, 
will not only start.an era.of good will and 
better mutual appreciation, but indirectly 
prove of extraordinary advantage to com- 
merce and trade. European countries 
long ago realized the distinct advantage 
of such intercourse with and knowledge 
of Latin America, and have improved 
every opportunity to promote more mti- 
mate acquaintance. 


NORTH AMERICANS MUST LEARN SPANISH 


As to language, it is difficult to speak 
with patience. So small is the percentage 
of North Americans visiting Latin Amer- 
ica, on business or pleastire, who speak 
Spanish, Portuguese, or French, that tt 
is a wonder they make any progress in 
their plans. Ninety-five per cent of the 
Europeans who go to Central and South 
America understand one of these tongues. 
French is mentioned because nearly all 
the well-educated Latin Americans speak 
that language. This subject requires no 
argument; it ic simply impossible for the 
North American who knows none of 
these languages to become thoroughly 
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“simpatico and to master the Latin point 
of view in either commercial or political 
relations, [ would that both our busi- 
ness schools and rezular collemes might 
make the study-of either Spanish, French, 
or Portupitese compulsory in order to 
rective a diploma Portuguese is more 
important than js generally regarded, be- 
catee it is the working languare of Bra- 
zil—and Brazil today ts taking rank as 
one of the great nations of the world; but 
the average well-to-do Uragilian also 
speaks French. 


LACK OF FAST ETEAMSHIPF RACILITIES 


In studving the causes that act as de- 
terrents to Pan-American accord, we 
must emphasize the lack of first-class 
passenger and miail steamship service, 
such as characterizes the systems of com- 
munication between Europe and Latin 
America. The long-established and well. 
Wefined association of Latin Americans 
with Europe has been immeasorably en- 
couraged by the excellence of steamship 
facilities, which have given them ready 


access to the satistactory conditions found 


there, in tum for business transactions. 
education of families, and enjoyment of 
lersure and travel. lf the average mer- 
chant an! traveler of South America 
could reach New York with the same 
comfort and spec! that he can proceed to 
Paris, there would be at once a vast and 
radical change im the situation favorable 
to the United States. 

This statement is not made as.an argu. 
ment fora “subswlized” merchant marine, 
The speaker is mat disenssing the pros 
and cons of that mooted issae. He ts 
simply stating a fact and describing a 
a ae That there is not one firsi- 
class fost mail and passenger steamer run- 
ning between New York in the United 
States, and such important South Amer- 
cat: points a4 Rio Janeiro and Buenos 
Aires was given glaring prominence by 
the experience of the delegates to the 
recent Pan-American conference in Rio 
Janeiro, Only a few could obtam ac- 
commeodations on the one little vessel 
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that, with its-sister boat, makes monthly 
trips to the great ae of Brazil All 
the others were forced to go via Europe, 
where six different lines provide a score 
of splendid, modern, up-to-date, fast 
ships between the principal ports stid 
thase of South America. 

No Latin-American merchant or capi- 
talist js going to North America on a alow 
semm-cargo boat, with Tintted accom 
dations, when there are nutherous fast 
steamers bound for Europe with as fine 
arrangements a8 the transatlantic liners. 


This is axiomatic; but it means the loss. 


of millions of dollars of trade to the 
United States every year, according to 
the direct testimony of South Americans 
themselves! It = true that there are cx- 
cellent frei facilities be- 
tween North ad I South Avieritan mints, 
but they do not meet the passenger re- 
qinrenients any more than would a purely 
railway freight service suit the traffic be- 
tween New York and Chicago, 


REVOLUTIONARY BMOVESIESTS EAA 
GEREATEN 


Tee tuch importaned is now attached 
in the United States: to the idea that rey- 
olutions prevail all over Latin America, 
and that therefore commerce and invest- 
ments are insecure. This coneeption of 
Latin America as a whole is entirely 
erroneous, and does our progressive sister 
republics a great injustice. The. conti- 
nent of South America today is free of 
Serious insurrectionary movements, with 
few, if any, indications of more civil 
wars. The tendency of public opinion 
and the powerful influence of large buesi- 
ness interests in such great nations as 
Mexico, Brazil, Argentina, Chile; and 
Peru are all against revolutionary move- 
ments, and, although mow and then some 
slight sporadic shies shows itself, it is 
most difficult for it to grow into dan- 
ferous proportions, Then, again, the 
gridironing of these countries with rail- 
ways permits the invneriate sending of 
troops to any place and crushing without 
delay incipient revolts. 
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- \ LAST OF GREAT POSSEINILT- 
TIES* 

Turning now to the direct considera- 
trl oe ars ombra as a land of ereat possi- 
hilttics, | wish frat to wvite your attention 
ld its temarkable Iocation: ‘Colombia is 
the only South Americath country that 
borders on bath the Atlantic and Pacifie. 
lt therefore holds a position of strategic 
value in the development of its commerce 
unl in its relationship to the Panama 
Canal possessed by no other Latin- 
American nation, Tt is the nearest South 
Amencan country to the Gulf and Atlan- 
tic ports and to the Pacific ports of the 
United States. Tt is the only South 
American country that has direct access 
by water to both the Atlantic and Pacific 
shores of Central America and Mexico. 
Tt is the one South American republic 
that will benefit more than all others by 
the construction of the trans-isthiman 
canal. Tt has-tn alla coast line of 1,200 
to 1,500 miles—abont Foo miles on 
coast, including the windings of its prin- 
cipal bays and sea gigas Along both 
the Atlantic and Pacific shores are one or 
hwo excellent harbors, with lesser ones 
that.can be improved by dredging or the 
building of jetties. In short, it is splen- 
didly eqinpped by ee to spin 
large foreign trade. ‘To give a cal 
idea of the location of etoiabis ta to the 
United States, itis well to bear in mind 
the following: tacts: 

(1) The least distance between Colom- 
bia and the United States is. only g5o 
miles, 

(2) From Cartagena to Tampa, Flor- 
ida, is less distance by sea than from New 
York to St Louis by land. 

(3) From Cartagena to New Orleans 
is only 1,400 miles, or four days’ casv — 


os 

rom Barranquilla, another Co- 
pau port, to New York is almost a 
straight line, duc north, less than 1,990 
ritiles and five days’ casy steaming. 
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Street Scene in Hogota 


(5) Colombia is nearer than Panama 
to the majority of Atlantic and Gulf ports 
of the United States. 


THE AREA OF 


The average North American does not 
appreciate the size of Colombia. I[nas- 
much as there are eighteen Latin repub- 
lics; there is a tendency to think that ail 
of them must be small. Nothing better 


COLO MaLA 


proves the material possibilities of Colom- 


bia than to consider its great aren. The 
best estimates, based on the mast recent 
suryers, oive Colombia an area of nearly 
g00,000 sqimre miles. The following 
comparisons may enable you to form a 
clearer idea of ler extent: 

(rt) Colontia 1 larger than Germany, 
France, and Belgaum combined ; 


(2) Larger than all the coast States 
of the United States trim Maine to Flor 
ida: uniter = 


(3) Larger than Illinois, Indiana, 
Michigan, Wiseonsin, Ainnesota, Iowa, 
Missouri, Kentucky, and Tennessee 


merged in.one State; 
(4) As large as California, Oregon, 


Washington, Idaho, and Nevada, to- 
gether 
THE CONFORMATION AND COIMATE OF 


COLOM BEA 


The land conformation oat Colombia 
provides it with a variety of climate that 
adds immeasurably to its potentialities. 
Notwithstanding the fact that Colombia 
is-all in the tropical zone.and has.a con- 
siderable portion very near the E.quator, 


Latin America anD Colomata 


there are large sections that have a tem- 
perate climate in the real sense of the 
word, where are raised! all the products 
of the temperate zone anc where men live 
and work under as healthful conditions 
as they do in the northern part of the 
United States. The Andean mountains, 
or Conhllera, on entering Colombia from 
Ecuador divide into three ranges, respec- 
tively the Eastern, Central, and Western 
Cordillera. On these are numerotis high 
plateaus, where the principal cities of the 
interior are located and whose population 
i prosperous and propressive. There 
are numerous level and rolling highlands 
in Colombia where the dienioaunter 
seldom goes above 75 degrees Fahrenheit 
or below 35 degrees. At elevations of 
between 5,000 and 10,000 feet, this tem- 
perature and agreeable clitnate is found, 
and the area of this section would cover 
that of the New England States with 
New York and Pennsylvania combined. 

The traveler who visits either the At- 
lantic or Pacific coasts of Colombia with 
their sea-level altitude and their tropical 
heat gains an entirely wrong impression 
of what he would find if he journeved 
into the interior. Colombia will never be 
fully appreciated or understood until it is 
gridironed with railroads, so that visitors 
can go immediately from the seacoast to 
the higher sections in the shortest possible 
time. 

Speaking of the conformation of Co- 
lombia. reminds me to comment on the 
marvelous scenery that charms one’s eyes 
nd he travels over the different parts of 

public, It has been my privilege to 
font e best panoramas of the United 
States and Canada. of Switzerland, and 
the Himalayas in Inclin, but I have never 
son anything to qual the variety, 
grandeur, and exquisite beauty of the 
vistas. Of the Colombian Andes. When, 
by the construction of the Panama Canal 
and by favorable conditions of steatiboat 
and railway travel, it will be possible for 
American tourists to.co there with facil- 
ity and comfort, Colombia will become 
one of the most-visited couritries, both on 
account of the scenery and climate. 
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A THOUSAND MILES ON MULR BACK 

Per, itis possihie for me to kk 
on jbplaie with some satiny be. 
cause of the reeent Overland journey 
which I made, accompanied by Mr Mah- 
lon C. Martin, a prominent American of 
Boyota, fram the capital of Colombia via 
a to Guayaquil, Ecuador, Although 

¢ first object of this journey was to 
meet Mir Root on the west coast of § 
America, a secondary purpose was to 
study, and be able to report tpon, an 
important section of South America never 
before traveled or visited by a North 
American official, but which will have a 
vast material and industrial developmer 
upon the opening of the Panama Cans 

We traveled in all 1.500 miles, of which 
1,700 miles were on mule back. We 
spent 31 continuous days in the saddle 
and four davs.on railroads, in steamboats 
and in automobiles. The details of this 
trip along the “ridge pole of the world” 
will be reserved for another address 
which your society has asked me to de- 
liver, 








HOW TO GET TO COLOMBIA 

Naturally one of the first questions 
asked in regard to Colombia is how one 
gets there and how he reaches the capital. 

he regular route is as follows: One goes 
from New York to cither Barranquilla 
or Cartagena, on th nibbenn coast. 
There are at present ny steamers running 
direct to these places without stopping at 
other parts, but there are two or three 
lines, notably the Hamburg-American, 
with the Aties service, and the Royal Mail. 
which touch en route south at King 
Jamaica, and either at Colon, Panama, ot 
Port Limon, Costa Rica; as well as at 
Kingston, returning north The trip 
usually require, on account of stops, 
about nine days: 

At Barranquilla the fiver steamer up 
the nver can be taken, or, as some prefer, 
it is possible to go to Cartagena, and then 
by rail across to a town called Calamar, 
on the Magdalena river, where the river 
boat, in turn, is baarded. Many persons 
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visit Cartagena in order to see the city, 
as it is ane of the most interesting, his- 
torically speaking, in all the Western 
Hemisphere. No other city in North or 
South America has such wonderful walls 
as those constructed in Cartagena by the 
Spaniards several centuries ago, at a cost 
of two.or three hundred millions of dol- 
lars. They are still standing, in almost 
as good condition as when constructed. 
The journey up the river consumes from 
ax to ten days, according to the condition 
of the river. Navigation stops at a town 
called La Dorada, where a short rallroad 
carries the passenger to Honda. At 
Honda it is possible to transfer to an up- 
river, or smaller, steamer and proceed for 
a two days’ journey to a town called 
Giradot, where begins the railroad that 
will eventually reach Bogota. At the 
present time this railroad reaches a point 
where there must be a mule-back ride of 
from seven to eight hours to Facatative, 
the railroad station on. the plateau of Bo- 
gota, which, after a run of thirty miles 
across the savanna, lands ome in the 


sa 

he more common route, however, is 
that trom Fonda direct to Bogota, a dis- 
tance of about eighty miles, or two and a 
half days’ traveling on mule back It is 
not as difficult as it would seem, and is 
interesting because of its novelty and the 
beautiful scenery, Mules can always be 
obtained in abundance to carry both pas- 
sengers and baggage. Trunks and pack- 
ages should not weigh altogether, for one 
mule, more than two hundred and fifty 
pounds, and should be arranged so that 
no one: pe would weigh more than one 
hundred and twenty-five pounds. In this 
Way [Wo pierces of 





bagrage are carried 


on one miule's back. Steamer trunks: 


should always be taken mstead of large, 
bulky ones. Heavy trunks and freight 
must be shipped up the river, to be landed 
ata point where they are carried by carts 
to Bogota. Honda is approximately 600 
miles up the Magdalena River and Bo- 
eota is practically a j7oo-mile journey, 
requiring about two weeks’ travel, from 
the seacoast, Wormen make the journey 
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almost as frequently and casily a5 men, 
and there is no reason why American 
women wishing to go to that part of the 
world should mot undertake the trip as 
well as men. 


BOGOTA, THE CAPITAL OF COIONIMILA 


Bogota, the capital of Colombia, is one 
of the most interesting cities in all Latin 
America. With a population of 125,000 
and beautifully located on the ede of 
the plateau, in an excellent climate, it al- 
ways proves an attractive place of resi- 
dence. The social conditions are partic- 
ulariy pleasing. Nearly all the high- 
class people with whom one comes in con- 
tact live tin beautiful homes, are well edu- 
cated, have traveled abroud, and speak 
French as Auently as they do Spanish. 
There is a vigorous literary, artistic, and 
musical element, which exercises a favor- 
able influence on the refined progress of 
the nation. There are excellent colleges 
and general schools. The clubs are cen- 
ters where the cleverer men of the capital 
gather. There is opportunity for the en- 
jovment of sports, especially in) such 
forms. as tennis, polo, and riding horse- 
back. Dinners and halle are given with 
an e¢lepance that wonld be a credit to 
Washington or New York, while the 
women dress with as nach taste and re 
spect for the latest fashions-as the women 
of our home capital. Tt is not possible 
for me to speak in too strong terns of the 
channing hospitality and kindness of as- 
sociation which | experienced during my 
stay in Roguta as United States Minister. 


PRODUCTS OF OOLOMBLAN SOEL 


Considering now some tangible facts 
about the resources and possibilities: of 
the country, it is well to note the-prm- 
cipal products of Colombian sail, In the 
so-called “hot country” we find. coffee, 
cocoa, sugar, tobacco, indigo, cacaa, ba- 
nanas, vanilla, corm, rice, beans, yucca, 
oranges, lemons, arses eh alligator 
pears, and other tropical fruits growing 
in splendid abundance. Then in the for- 
ests are cedar and mahogany, dyewnotls, 
vegetable ivory, Peruvian bark, rubber 
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trees, sarsaparilla, cocoa, rpecacuanha, 
gums, resins, and rare orchids. Cotton 
will grow readily in the open, but so far 
itis litth cultivated, while on the warm 
uplands are cinchona, wax palms, balsam 
of tolu, vine of the cross, and the arise in 
the forest, and corn, barlev, wheat, pota- 
toes, cic., in the plantations. 

To describe further the products of the 
cooler plateaus of Colombia would simply 
be to name those of northern United 
States and Europe, but the oddity and 
advantage of it all to Colombia is that 
the hot and cold zones are in Such re- 
markahle and accessible ity. We 
do not think of Colombia as a cattle 
country, but | have seen as fine beef on 
the hoof in both the hot and cald sections 
of the Republic as can be raised on our 
western plains. The day t& not remote 
when Colombia will be supplying the 
New York market with meat, and it 
should supply the present and foture de- 
mands of the Panama Canal Zone not 
only with beef, but with all other kinds 
of fresh natural products. 


MINES AND MINEWALS 


Now Jet us note the ever-fascinating 
‘subject of minerals and mines. Colom- 
bia would be a rich country if dependent 
only on its agricultural and forest wealth, 
byt it has a vast supply of minerals and 

wreciois stones that alone would make 
ita land of immense riches. If coal ever 
gives out in the United States, there is 
enough in Colombia to supply the world 
for centuries. It is found in many dif- 
ferent parts of the Republic, including 
Cah, in-the Cauca, on the Pacific, and also 
near the Atlantic coast, while there is so 
much seit, or bituminous, coal in the 
mountains around Rogota that the nu- 
meres mines running into ther sides 
here and there rémind one of gant 
ro her holes, 

‘here are also incications of anthracite 
deposits which pany rival those of Penn- 

svlvania. So far, these have not been 
developed, hecause the pees do not w- 
derstand or like hard coal, 
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Gold is mined in the States of Anti- 
oquia, Caldas, Tolima, and Santander in 
richly paying quantities, and experts de- 
clare that some day there wall be a 
“boom” here like those of the Klondike, 
California, and South Africa. Silver is 
found in Antioquia, Cauca, and Tolima: 
copper in Bovaca; platinum in Catica': 
petroleum in Tolima ; while, lime, alum, 
chalk, :mapnesia, sulphur, marble, as- 
phalt, cinnabar, lead, and quicksilver ore 
are found in large deposits in many parts 
of the country. 

At Pradera, not far from Bogota, iron 
and coal are side by side in such vast 

ounts that costly iron works have been 
erected, and it ls now proposed to under- 
take the manufacture of stecl by the Bes- 
Semier process. 

Special mention should be made of the 
famous Musa mine, which provides the 
best and largest number of emeralds of 
any imine or mines in the world. It is 
one of the principal sources of income of 
the Republic, and as it is further devel- 
oped it will be all the more valuable. 
Practically the only sure source of supply 
for the emerald demands of the world is 
the Musa mine. It ts today one of the 
guarantees which the Colombian gavern- 
ment uses for its credit abroad, 

EXPORTS AND IMPORTS 

Today Colombia is selling to the United 
States such exports as coifee, hides, alli- 

iter skins, goat skins, gold bars and 

nat, rubber, tobaceo, and balsam of tol, 
heron plumes and other feathers, straw 
hats, bananas, cocoanuts, chocolate, ivory 
nuts, quina, platinium, dvewnods, cedar, 
mahogany. orchids, etc. The value of 
these seals to the United States in 1905 
approximated $6,700,000. in. gold. is 
amount will be tripled when Colombia is 
étarted! on an éra of permanent peace and 
the national productiveness is accordingly 
increased, 

Colombian imports from the United 
States include flour, kerosene oil, arricul- 
tural implements, mining and sugar refin- 
ing machinery, railroad and steamboat 
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equipment, novelties of all kinds, shoes, 
matches, arms, sporting goods, hardware, 
ives and chemicals, toilet articles, some 
lines of cotton cloth and clothing, paper 
and printing supplies, etc.; hut, excepting 
the first of these items, the greatest quan- 
tities are supplied by Europe. Imports 
from the United States in 1905 amounted 
in value only to $3,700,000; although the 
gtand total of foreign itmports amounted 
approximately from $12,000,000 to $15,- 
000,000, 

The true American who loves sports- 
manship and hunting for the exercise and 
rest, or the professional explorer and 
hunter who seeks new fields and prey, 
will find in Colombia unrivaled oppor- 
tunities for pleasure or adventure. In 
the tropical and semi-tropical forests 
roam the jaguar, puma, bear, amarillo, 
tapir, peceary, sloth, deer, opossum, and 
cary. In the trees can be seen 
= a multitude of bird species, like con- 

ors, parrots, 
turkeys, or grouse, and humming birds, 
In the rivers are legions of alligators and 
iguanas, while along the coast there are 
numerous turtles. Cranes and storks fly 
over the damp lowlands and boo- 
constrictors crawl throwch the rank veg- 
etation. In the higher and colder coun- 
try are deer, foxes, mountam lions, and 
tigers, and along - the lagoons and among 
the fields dock & snipe, and pigeons. 

The geologist, mineralogist, botanist, 
forester, and averace scientist, moreover, 
can always find abundant lines of study 
ancl investigation respectively in the geo- 
logical formation, mineral deposits, flora 
and tree growth, and general physical 
characteristics of Colombia. In this con- 
nection it mist be remembered that the 
great Humboldt found this part of South 
America the most interesting of bis trav- 
els. The National Museum in Eogota 
contains rare specimens of fauna, fora, 
mineral and geological development 
which interest both the layman and the 


cockatoos, toucans, bush 
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GENERAL GHSERVATIONS 


Before this discussion i$ at a close 
there are a few different points to which 
reference should be made. First, I de- 
sire to speak feelingly and in the highest 
tennis of the President of Colombia, Gen- 
eral Rafael Reves. He undoubtedly 
stands out today as one of the foremost 
statesmen in all Latin America. Against 
heavy odds he is struggling bravely and 
manfully to evolve Colombia into a con- 
ice of pennanent peace and prosperity, 

errible heritage that Colombia re- 
eivot ari its last civil war, by which 
her land was reduced to a condition 
almost of poverty and more than one 
hundred thousand able-bodied: heads af 
farnilies were lost in battle, is a heavy 
handicap; but, if he keeps his health and 
is backed up by his people, he will be sure 
to place Colombia in the front rank of 
Latin America. Many criticisms-are con- 
tinually hurled at him by those who are 
not familiar with his high policies and 
with the obstacles that are fa his path, 
but all those who have the best interests 
of Colombia at heart repose confidence in 


General Reves’ sincerity, ability, and 
patriotism. 

Another point to bear in mind in con- 
nection with Colombia: is the establish- 


ment of the Pan-American Railway con- 
nections. The great need of Colombia: is 
railroads. It is interesting to note that 
many railroads are now. in course of con- 
struction, and when these are completed 
they will do much for the progress of the 
country. One of the most important 
lines of approach from the coast to the 
interior is that from Buenaventura, on the 
Pacific coast, by the way of Cali and the 
Cauca Valley, and then on to the Meiel- 
lin, the prosperous capital of Antioquia, 
which is being built by two Americans, 
Messrs Alfred Bishop and Edward 
Mason. 

Finally, for the benefit of those who 
wish to study carefully the Republic of 
Colombia and form a broader idea of the 
country than this cursory talk has piven 
thern, I desire to call their attention to the 


PreseNt Conpitions IN CHINA 


reports and pamphlets of the Interma- 
tional Bureay of American Republics of 
this city, which is always doing its best 
to bring about closer acwwaintance and 
relations between the United States: and 
the Latin-American nations, It is also a 
pleasure to commend the excellent reports 
of the United States Consul General at 


7O9 


Bogota, and the consuls at Barranquilla, 
Cartagena, and Cali, which are published 
in the “Commercial Relations of the 
Linited States” and the “Daily Consular 
and Trade Reports” issued by the Bureau 
of Mantifactures, Department of Com- 
merce and Labor 


PRESENT CONDITIONS IN CHINA 


By Hon. Joun W. Foster 


(Comfinaed from pove 672) 


cities, of an abundant supply of — 
water, intreiuced by the Internat. at 
Gaceeninant: With these improvements 
there has come an imiense activity in 
business. This renovation of the native 
Chinese cities must have a marked in- 
fluence in strengthening the reform 
movement in all the departments to which 
I have referred. 


CONDITION GF MANCHURIA 


Tn one respect the country still suf- 
fers from the affects af the Russn- 
be held war. Manchuria continues to 

held by the two belligerents, greatly 
to the injury of foreign trade, and 
cially of that of the United States. Until 
Chinese soveretgnty is restored and 
custom-houses are re-established, foreign 
commerce, except that of Japan and 
Russia, is practically excluded trom that 
vast region. The responsibility: for this 
unsatisfactory condition seems to fest 

upon Russia. Soon after the war closed 
the Japanese government sent a special 
embassy to Peking, and a treaty was 
tade ailjusting all questions with China 
growing out of the war. The negotia- 
tions with Russia to the same end haye 
not yet been concluded, owing, it is said, 
to the unreasonable demands of the lat- 
ter; meanwhile foreign commerce suf- 
fers and the Chinese government is ex- 





chided from its sovereign rights in. its 
own domain. 

Dr Morrison, who has recently re- 
turned to Peking irom a visit to Man- 
churia, reports as a result of his obser- 
vations that Japan is faithfully fulfilling 
its obligations with regard to the with- 
drawal of troops and trade matters. Dur- 
ing the last sumnier a connission of 
Hnitish and Amernean merchants of 
Shanghai visited Manchuria to look into 
the trade conditions, and in their report 
they vincicated the Japanese government 
from purposely interfering with or plac- 
ing any obstacles in the way of foreign 
commerce with that important part of 
the Chinese Empire. Chinese custom- 
houses: are now being established at 
Dainy, Newchwang, and other southern 
ports ; but so long as Russia holds posses- 
sion of the northern section and allows 
the free import of Russian goords, other 
foreign countries will be Ainge at a dis- 
advantage. At present the prospect is 
very unfavorable for the Chinese govern- 
ment to regain its control of the vast and 
productive province of Manchuria, the 
ancient home of ite present dynasty. 


[INFLUENCE OF OTHER NATIONS 


In the time allotted for this lecture it 
will not be possible to speak in any de- 
tail of the part already taken and to be 
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taken by foreign nations in the reforms 
and transformations in China which we 
have been considering. The greatest 
factor has heen Japan, not so much 
through its cirect Inter pasition as by its 
example and achievements in its use of 
western methods. Its proximity and its 
ability to aid in the reforms, especially 
in editcation and in military development, 
are likely to rake its people the most 
active foreign participants in the regen- 
ération of China, although in some parts 
of the Empire there have been manifesta- 
tions of hostility to Japanese activity in 
its atfairs, It is to be borne in mind that 
Whatever impress is given by Japan will 
be in the methods of western civilization, 
for it is through these she has grown 
powerful. I do not think that Japan or 
any other one foreign power is likely to 
exercise a dominating influence int 
Chinese affairs. The race has in the 
past ages demonstrated its cohesive 
power amd its ability to maintain a dis- 
tinctive nationality, and the reforms now 
in progress will tent) to give it preates 
cohesion and independence. 

It ts gratifying to note that the @or- 
emmrent of the United States hus always 
maintained toward Chima a disinterested 
frieniship. The outcry arainst Chinese 
immigration has lect Congress at times to 
harsh legislation, but our diplomatic re- 
lations with that country have ever been 
harmonimus, and at times in critical 
periods our attitude has been most help- 
ful to that Empire. This was notably 
the case during the Boxer troubles anid 
at the outbreak of the Russo-Japanese 
war, Our commercml relations, for a 
few months only disturbed by the boy- 
cott, are destined to increase with the 
developtnent of that country and the 
large number of new places opeted to 
foreign trade. It is also pleasant to be 
assured that, notwithstanding the late 
rumors of hostility, the American mis- 
sionaries are prosecuting their work with 
less opposition than ever before, and that 
they are being most useful in aiding in 
the great educational movement. 
lezation in Peking reports to the State 
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Department that “the missionaries. have 
every reason to be proud of their past 
record as educators in China, for al- 
though their influence has been indirect, 
the present movement owes very moch 
more to them than appears upon the sur- 
face " 


CONCLUDING COMMENTS 


The work of reform upon which China 
has entered is a herculean one. Many 
well-informed foreipn observers prectict 
thal the movement will break down and 
the reaction will bring the country hack 
to its ancient conservative ways, ore 


‘are no doybt many obstacles in the way 


of success, The Chinese are attempting 
to bring about in government ani society 
ina very few years what it required cen- 
turies for the Anglo-Saxon and other 
European races to achieve. | have re- 
ferred to the deliberation with which 
Japan emerged from her conservative 
ways and placed herself abreast of modl- 
etn civilization. 

But the verv example of Japan makes 
it possible for China to accomplish the 
same task mote speedily. It is said that 
the action of Japan in calling to her aid 
foreign experts in the different depart- 
ments of reform should be followed by 
China. 1 think it would be wise for her 
to do so to a Hinited extent, Hut the 
situation is different today from that of 
Japan forty years agn, She had saf- 
fered few outrages at the hands of for- 
cigners find felt littl of mo resentment 
toward them. Then none of her public 
men bad been educated abroad, wherens 
China has thousands of subjects who 
have been educated in. America: and 
Europe In’ all departnients and are well 
able to lead in the reform movement. 

There is no doubts spirit of unrest in 
the Empire which the anti-dynastic secret 
societies are fomenting, and the count 
i ecposed to the dangers of revolt, which 
in the last century were so disastrous: 
hut as the nation outlived them then, it 
lé likely to do so again. Besices, there 
has been of late a marked manifestation 
ofa spirit of patriotism. ‘The last birth- 


Present ConpbDIrions In CHINA 


day of the Emperor, it is reported, was 
more generally observed and with greater 
heartiness than ever before. [ have al- 
feady spoken of the enthusiasm with 
which the announcement of a constitu- 
tional goverment has been received. 
The anti-American boveott, although 
ephemeral, was a surprising demonstra- 
ton of popular spirit, The Shanghai 
riot, which startled the world, showed 
that the Chinese will no longer permit 
their rights to be invaded with impunity. 

The Boxer indemnity is furnishing 
another evidence of popular feeling. This 
outrageous imposition, more than donble 
the Japanese war triclermity, is a stand- 
ing disgrace to the Christian nations— 
an ¢xaction which Secretary Hay tabored 
to avert and which it ts understood he 
amt President Roosevelt thought should 
no longer be enforced by our govern- 
ment at least. The indemnity was be- 
yond the financial resources of the nation, 
but thus far the semi-annual installments 
have been promptly met, To do. this, 
however,.an appeal to the people was 
found necessary. This appeal was re- 
sponded to by the imperial princes and 
high officials of Peking and by the offi- 
cials of the whole country down to. the 
eighth prade, wha have agreed to con- 
tribute one-fifth of their salaries till the 
whole indemmity has been paid. Their 
éxaniple has been followed by the gentry 
andl merchants, guilds, societies, Chris- 
thin churches, primary schools, and all 
classes: contributing liberally according: to 
their means. The press recently re- 
ported the action of the barbers’ guild of 
Peking resolving to contribute annually 
$600 aid calling on like guilds through- 
out the Erapire, which tf responded to 
would yield alone a half a million of 
dollars. The burbers belong to one of 
the lowest classes in Chinese society, no 
son or descendant of which to the third 
generation can aspire to a literary de- 
eree or a public office; and yet they have 


come forward to show their patriotism 


‘stricted, if not enti 


vit 


and love of country in its hour of need. 
An American resent of Peking, de 
scribing this popular manifestation in 
the Century magazine, characterizes it as 
“one of the most remarkable movements 
the world has ever seen."” 

In the light of these illustrations of 


Chinese patriotigm, we may confidently 


express the hope that the day is not far 
distant when the reforms upon which this. 
great people have entered may he in large 
measure realized; when education shall 
le generally diffused throughout the 
country; when the judicial system and 
the laws shall be made to conform more 
fully to those of the western nations; 
when the army shall be raised] m num- 
bers commensurate with the population 
and brought to the European standard 
of efficiency; when railroads shall bring 
the various provinces into direct com- 
munication with the capital and with 
each other and commerce shall have free 
development; when & constitution and 
representative government shall be es- 
tablished : when it shall be freed from the 
bondage of exterritortality and exercise 
unrestrained control of its tariff; when 
the evil effects of come shall be re- 
ly removed; when 
the people ahall have accepted the beat 
features of modern civilization—then will 
the Chinese Empire be accorded and take 
its proper place in the family of nations. 
That day I believe is not far away. 
When that day arrives there will be a 
new alignment among the great powers 
of the earth and pew features introduced 
inte politics and-society, not for the hurt, 
| trust, but for the betterment of hu- 
manity. On that day we shall compre- 
hend more fully the great truth pro- 
claimed on Mars’ Hill two thousand 
years ago, that “God hath made of one 
blond al) nations of men to dwell on the 
face of the earth,” und that all races are 
entitled to equal treatment in law and 
government. 
*Dr, Griges, in Century Magazine, July, roo. 
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PROSPEROUS PORTO Hico 


Ae past several years have brought 
| much happiness and prosperity to 
our i island in the West Indies, In 
an adress to the National Geographical 
Society, November ro, the Treasurer of 
Porto Rico, Hon. William F. Willoughby, 
stated that the commerce of the island 
had deubled since 1901; the number of 
schools and of children at school had also 
doubled in. the same period, and the 
health of the islanders had greatly im- 
proved, owing to discavery of Dr Bailey 
K. Ashtord and Dr King of a means to 
cure them of tropical anemia, from which 
9O per cent of the population had for- 
merly suffered, 

The exports fram Porto Rico amount 
to $24,000,000 annually, of which $19,- 
000,000 come to the United States. The 
Imports amount to S22 000,000. of which 
$19,000,000 are from the Linited States. 
The trade with the United States is now 
nine Himes as greatas in 1896. Sugar 
and tobacco are the principal exports, 
but coffee and citrus fruits are increasing 
more rapidly, Mr Willoughby believes 
that the Porto Rican coffee is the best 
coffee in the world, and that in a few 
years it will be in great demand. 

The railroad mileage has about doubled 
smce American occupation, and the island 
will soon have a belt line around its coast, 
over two-thirds being already completed, 
In five years the Americans have in- 
creased the mileage of tmacadamized 
roads one and a half times over what it 
took the Spaniards goo vears to build, 
Mules, traction engines, and automobiles 
have supplanted the oxen and carts. ‘The 
trolley car has also been introduced. 
__ In 1898 there were 539 schools-in the 
island, with an attendance of 22,000, Last 
year this number had increased to 1,104, 


with 45,000 pupils, English is taught in: 


all schools, and the Porto Ricans are all 
anxious-to give their children a good edu- 
cation. Those who can afford it send 
ther to the United States, 

The climate is very healthful, there 
rarely ever being a case of yellow fever, 
with very little smallpox, typhoid, or 


Perhaps the greatest achievernent of 


Tue Nationa, GrocrarpHic MAGAZINE 


the American.control is the discovery of 
Drs Ashford and King, by means of 
which the people can be cured of tropical 
anemia. ‘These gentlemen noticed that 
large numbers of the mhabitants were 
suffering from a wasting disease which 
weakened and ultimately destroyed them. 
They obtained from the legislature ao 
frant of $5,000 to experiment: found 
that the wasting disease was caused by 
a parasitic worn in the intestines, and 
proceeded to devise a remedy. 

Their grant was increased, and finally 
the work was made part of the public 
service, with an appropriation last year 
of $50,000, and stations have been estah- 
ished at convenient points throughout 
the island where the natives are treated 
free. The efficiency of the laboring po 
— has been much improved by the 
work 


THE WELLMAN POLAR EXPEDITION 


‘HE experiences of the past summer 
a have strengthened Mr Walter 
Wellman’s conviction that the air-ship is 
the only method of teaching the Pole, 
and that at. present the dirigible balloon 
is the only feasible air-ship, The past 
surumer he completed his base at Spite- 
bergen, which is to be his starting point, 
and has now between seven and. eight 
hundred tons of supplies there. He has 
biult in Spitabergen the largest balloan- 
house in the world, r8o feet long, 82 feet 
broad, and S2 feet high. He has two 
hundred tons of sulphuric acid and eighty 
tons ef iron filings ready to generate his 
hydrogen gas. During the winter months 
mare powerful motors are being made for 
his air-ship, so that the total harae-power 
of the veasel will be 150. 

Major Henry E. Hersey, of the United 
states Weather Bureau, who was. ap- 
pointed as the representative of the Na= 
tional Geographic Society last March, 
will go north with Mr Wellman again in 
the same capacity. Major Hersey, it will 
be remembered, accompanied Lieutenant 
Lahm in the recent long-distance balloon 
race from Paris to England, which was 
won by these two Americans, to the as- 
tonishment of France, which had a dozen 
entries. 


Hicuest Camps and CLimes 


BY £UWIN SWIFT BALCH. 


In the summer of 1905, Dr ‘T. G. Longataff,* 
with the guides Alexis and Henri Brocherel, of 
Courmayeur, mide 1 Sectbainy in which he ¢x- 
pees seyernl litth known portions of the 
Himalava, and also pccomplished some remark- 
ible feats of mountaineering. 

On Nanda Devi he camped at se ia fext, 
and the next day climbed to read lh et On 
Nanda Kot he camped at i600 feet, and the 
a after ascended to abont 21,000 feet, 

water he made a most determined attempt on 
Gurla Mandhata (25.350 feet), in southern 
Tibet. After a reconnaissance. through o mi- 
take, on a lower peak (22.000 feet), he went up 
the Wwestern-arete of Gurla to an altitude of 
showt 23,000 feet, where they overlooked the 
ga.aoo-foot peak. Here the climbers started an 
avalanche and were carried down mearly 1,000 
feet. At the spot to which they had fallen they 
spent the night. The next day they ascended 
the Gurla glacier to about 24,000 feet, where 
they soent the night in a bole in the snow; ane 
the following day they climbed about 1,000 Jeet 
bivher on Curls, where they could not have 
been much below o4o00 fect It is tolerably 
certain that this camp at 33,000 feet is the high- 
ext altitude at. which mén hove ever had a 
“good reat.” and that this topmont point at- 
tained on Gurla is probably the second highest 
altitude thus far reached. : 3 

Dr Longstaff's account is = miece of bald 
prose, and to a mountaineer should carry the 
conviction af his veracity. So far, he has 

sd being attacked for having successfully 
carried out these wonderful feats of endurance, 
in which respect he bas been more fortunate 
than his predecessor, Mr Graham Fe 

Mr Grahamt in 188% with Herr Emil Boss, 
landlord of the Bir at Grindelwald and captam 
m the Swisa army, and Ulrich Kanffmann, & 
first-class guide from. Grindelwald, made a 
journey in the Sikhim Himalaya, m which they 
reached about 22,700 fect on Domagiri; 
aseended A at, which they christened Mount 
Monal, 22516 feet; ascended Jubonu, 21.300 
feet; and finally necended Kabrn, which the 
Indian Survey triangulates as 24,015 fect high. 

Mr-Graham says: "We were off next mormn- 







ing at 4.30, and found at once all our work cut 
out for us. wery firet thing was the worst 


A lerng couloir like a half-funnel, crowned with 
rocks, had to be passed. The snow was lying 
loose, just ready to slide, and the greatest. pos- 


*T  G. Longstaff: “Six Months’ Wanderin 
in the Himalaya.” The Alpine Journal, 1906, 
vol. XML pp, 202-228 in : 

+The most complete account of Mr Graham's 
trip is: W. W. Graham: “Travel and Ascent 
in the Himalaya” The Alpine Journal, a 
vol, xt, pp. 2§-52. Emil Boss and Douglas W. 
Freehfeld: “Notes on the Himalaya and 
Himalayan Survey.” The Alpine Jowrnal, 1%. 
wol, 2, pp. S260 
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sible care had to be taken to avord an ava- 
lanche. Then a steep ice-slope led 9 to a snow 
incline, and so to the foot of the tote peals 
Here we had nearly 2,000 feet of moat delight- 
ful rock-wark, forming w par iect staircnse, At 
to we were at the top of this, and not more 
thati 1,500 fret above was the casiern summit. 
A short hult for fod and then came the tug-of 
war. All this last slope is pure ice, at an angle 
of from 45 degrees to nearly 60 degrees. Chv- 
ing to the heavy snow and the subsequent frost, 
it was costed three or four inches deep wit! 

froze) snow, and up this coating we cut. | am 


padi tly aware that it was n most hazardous 
proceeding, and in cold blood I showld not try 
it again, bot only in this state would the ascent 
have been possible m the time. “Kauffmann led 
all the way. and af 11s -we reached the lower 
summit of Kabru, at least 23,700 feet above the 
cn glories of the view were beyortd all 
compare. * * © However, we hod np long 
time for the view, for the actial sivnmmit was 
commected with ours by a short arcte, and roe 
in about 200 Jeet of the steepest ice T have seen. 
We went at it, and after an hour and a half 
we reached our goal, The summit was cleft by 
three gashes, and imo ape af these we got. 
The sbawdite sammit was Irth: poore than a 
pillar of ice, and rose at most 30 oF go feet 
abere uns still, bot: independently of the ex- 
treme difmeulty and danger of attempting i, 
we had na time. A bottle was left at oor high- 
eat posit. and we descended,” : | 
Many attempts have been made to discredit 
Mr Graham's ascent of Kabra, These were prin 
cipally done at the time by Anglo-Indians, wha 
had had litth or no expenence of mountuineer- 
ing ‘Their arguments have been refoted and 
the folly of most of their statements demon 
strated by Mr Freshfield and other writers.” 
The aceount.of Mr Graham reads clearly and 
truthfully and should carry conviction to any 
experienced moontaimecr, : 

‘o any one who will look at the facts tte 
ligently and without prejudice, there can be ne 
doght that Dr Lomestaff has made the ‘highest 
camp and the second highest ascent, and that to 
Mr Graham still belongs the coveted) honor of 
the record ascent. 





DRAINAGE OF WET LANDS 


Few people realire how valuable the topo- 
raphic maps published by the TL. 5 Geo 
iegieal Survey may be in furnishing accurate 
data on which ‘to base plans for improving 
cwamps and marshes, On these sheets a gen- 
eral drainage plan may be laid down and the 


feasibility of the proposition definitely deter- 
mined. There are many areas mapped by the 


Geological Survey in which enough informa- 
tion han already heen collected to make a sub- 

®Sec Edwin Swift Balch: “The Highest 
Mountam Accent.” Aulletin of the Americus 
seogrephical Society, 1904, vol. XEXVI, pp. My- 
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stantial beginning for studies in drainage. The 
feally important marsh areas, such aa the [is- 
mil Swamp, the Flerids Everglades, anid. the 
wide reaches it Aiimnescte, are yet to be 
mapped, and unt] that work is done no com: 
ist ais plons for their drainage cat be per- 
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December t4—"Russia and the Dura” B 
Mir Willian FE GQurtts, “[hestratedd * 

Occemier 13-—Anmial Banquet, The New 
Willard, The gucats of the evening will melutle 
the Italian Amhassador: the Russian Ambnssa- 
coe arid Buroness Rosen; the Japanese Ambas- 
endo ard tess Aoki; the Secretary of 
the Navy; Commander Robert Eo Peary and 
Mrs Peary; Mr Morris K. Jesup, of New York, 
President of the Peary: Arctic Chib, and Mra 
dy Mr Herbert L. Bridger Papas of 
the Peary Arete Club: and Dr F. A: Cook, who 
has been the first to oscend Mount  Mckinien 
, ee Leer feateire af cs Seeule a ths 
ret awnrd of the National Geagraphic Sac 
Gold Merlal to Commander Peary, wise 

fember 2i—"Oy Horseback through 
Deserts of Lower California.” By Mr j 
Nelnon, of the Bureau of Bialagicn! Ponte 
iy roan 
iiary 2—"Hetween Egypt and the Prom- 

reel Land : A fecent journey into Moab and 
Edom,” By Rev, Franklin ‘Hoskins, Db. DB. 

Joweory g—"German East Africa." ‘By Dr 
Louis Livingstone Seaman, of New w ark Il- 
hisiratert. 

derursay m—"Camping Ext ditions in the 
Canusdian Rockies.” By Mr Howard Du Bois: 

Tonuar 25—"Bolivis—a Country Withent 1 
Debi.” ‘« the Bolivian Minister, Sefior F, 
Calderon, IWustrated, 





February t—"The Rising Pacific Enrpire.” 
By Hon. George Co Perkins, UL S. Senator 
from California: 

February &—"The Guianas” By Prof. 
i iH Heilprin, of Yale University. I}us- 
rake 

Febroary 15—'Ten Sets of Polar Work: 


or, What We Know and What We hig bo 
Know.” By Mr Herbert L. Bridgman, Secre- 
tary of the Peary Arctic Clu, [lustrated 
chrvory) 1—' Two Thousanil Miles in the 
Saddle through Colombia and Ecuador.” By 
Hon, John Barrett, U.S. Mintwter to Colombia. 
ihustrated. 
March —"Santo Domingo and Haiti.” B 
Rear Adnural Chester, U.S: Navy, Uhistrate 

Merch o3—“The Regeneration of Korea.” 
Ry Mr Geirec Kennan. UWustrated. 

Morch 21—"Our Immigrants: Where , 
Come From, What They Are, and What The 
Do After They Get Here" By Hon F. P, 
Sargent, Cotimissioner General of [migra- 
ton, Whestreterd, 

March a gi pag ts Methods of Travel in 
Curious Corners of the World.” By Hon, ©. 
- = ta Chief Bureay of Statistica [llas- 
trate 
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Aferch 29—“Mexico—the Treasire-house of 
the World.” By Mr N.-H, Darton, of the 
LU; Ps Gealo gical Survey, Iustrated. 

April s—"A Popular slg of Earth- 
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